
 
Research output  
Companion to Development Studies
Desai, V. & Dauncey, E. (ed.), 2023, 4th ed. London: Routledge.

  
Urban Widows: Living and Negotiating Gendered Dispossession in Speculative Slum Housing Markets in Mumbai
Desai, V., 31 Aug 2020, (E-pub ahead of print) In: Gender, Place and Culture. p. 1-21 21 p.

  
Intervention: An Interview with Anna Minton
Desai, V., 2020, The Handbook of Displacement. Adey et.al, P. (ed.). first ed. Palgrave Macmillan, p. 721-724 4 p.

  
Introduction to Displacement Studies: Knowledges, Concepts, Practices
Adey, P., Bowstead, J., Brickell, K., Desai, V., Dolton, M., Pinkerton, A. & Siddiqi, A., 2020, The Handbook of
Displacement. Adey, P., Bowstead, J., Brickell, K., Desai, V., Dolton, M., Pinkerton, A. & Siddiqi, A. (eds.). Palgrave, p. 1-
37 

  
The Handbook of Displacement
Adey, P., Bowstead, J., Brickell, K., Desai, V., Dolton, M., Pinkerton, A. & Siddiqi, A., 2020, Palgrave Macmillan.

  
Ester Boserup: Fifty Key Thinkers on Development
Desai, V., 2 Apr 2019, Ester Boserup: Fifty Key Thinkers on Development. Simon, D. (ed.). 2nd Edition ed. London:
Routledge, p. 69-76 

  
Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) student and staff in contemporary British Geography
Desai, V., Sept 2017, In: Area. 49, 3, p. 320-323 4 p.

  
Nonprofit Sector, Geography
Desai, V., 2015, International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences. 2nd Edition ed. Oxford: Elsevier, Vol.
16. p. 914-918 5 p.

  
Ageing and Poverty
Desai, V., 28 Feb 2014, The Companion to Development Studies. Desai, V. & Potter, R. (eds.). 3rd Edition ed. Oxford:
Routledge, p. 457-461 5 p.

  
Companion to Development Studies
Desai, V. & Potter, R., 28 Feb 2014, 3rd edition ed. Oxford: Routledge. 603 p.

  
Speculating on Slums: Infrastructural fixes in informal housing in the global South
Desai, V. & Loftus, A., Sept 2013, In: Antipode. 45, 4, p. 789-808

  
Urbanisation and Housing the Poor: Overview
Desai, V., 2012, The International Encyclopaedia of Housing and Home. Smith, S., Elsinga, M., Fox-O'Mahony, L., Ong,
SE., Wachter, S. & Ward, P. (eds.). Oxford: Elsevier, Vol. 7. p. 212-218 7 p.
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Food Security and Decentralisation in a Changing Climate: An African Case Study
Desai, V. & McGregor, D., Mar 2011, Geography and you, 11, 65, p. 36-39.

  
Aging Asia
Desai, V. & Tye, M., 2010, Geography and you, 10, 58, p. 6-11.

  
Aid
Desai, V., 2009, The International Encyclopaedia of Human Geography. Elsevier, Vol. 1. p. 84-90 

  
Critically Understanding Asian Perspectives on Ageing
Desai, V. & Tye, M., 2009, In: Third World Quarterly. 30, 5, p. 1007-1025

  
Globalisation, Socio-Cultural Change and Household Strategies
Desai, V., 2009, In: Urban World (RCUES). 2, 4, p. 26-36

  
Community Participation in Development
Desai, V., 2008, The Companion to Development Studies. Desai, V. & Potter, R. (eds.). 2 ed. London: Hodder Education,
p. 115-119 

  
Companion to Development Studies
Desai, V. & Potter, R., 2008, 2nd ed. London: Hodder Education. 608 p.

  
Gender and Globalization
Desai, V. & Beazley, H., 2008, The Companion to Development Studies. Desai, V. & Potter, R. (eds.). 2 ed. London:
Hodder Education, p. 359-364 

  
Role of Non-Governmental Organisation
Desai, V., 2008, The Companion to Development Studies. Desai, V. & Potter, R. (eds.). 2 ed. London: Hodder Education,
p. 525-529 

  
Doing Development Research
Desai, V. & Potter, R., 2006, Sage publications. 324 p.

  
Ester Boserup
Desai, V., 2006, Fifty Key Thinkers on Development. Simon, D. (ed.). London: Routledge, p. 50-55 

  
The Raison d'etre of Doing Development Research
Desai, V. & Potter, R., 2006, Doing Development Research . Desai, V. & Potter, R. (eds.). London: Sage publications, p.
3-10 

  
Women's Social Transformation, NGOs and Globalisation in Urban India
Desai, V., 2006, Colonial and Postcolonial Geographies of India. Raju, S., Kumar, S. & Corbridge, S. (eds.). London:
Sage publications, p. 120-140 

  
NGOs, gender mainstreaming, and urban poor communities in Mumbai"
Desai, V., 2005, In: Gender and Development. 13, 2, p. 90-98

  
When aggression became the ruling power in a cosmopolitan culture
Desai, V., 30 Jan 2004, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
Eternal myth of ideal woman
Desai, V., 4 Jul 2003, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.



  
Emerging Staffing Issues in Grassroots Urban NGOs: The Case of Mumbai
Desai, V., 2003, In: Global Built Environment Review. 3, 1, p. 26-36

  
Migration and Labour Characteristics of Slum dwellers in Bombay
Desai, V., 2003, Urbanization in India: Sociological Contributions. Sandhu, R. S. (ed.). Sage publications, p. 199-231 

  
The poverty of development studies without the politics
Desai, V., 24 May 2002, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
Informal Politics, Grassroots NGOs and Women's Empowerment in the Slums of Bombay
Desai, V., 2002, Rethinking Empowerment: Gender and Development in a Global/local world. Parpart, J., Rai, S. & Staudt,
K. (eds.). London: Routledge, p. 218-235 

  
NGO-Government Relationships in South Asia: The Case of India and Bangladesh
Desai, V., 2002, South Asia in a Globalising World: A Reconstructed Regional Geography. Bradnock, R. & Williams, G.
(eds.). Harlow: Pearson Education, p. 144-166 (DARG Regional Development Series).

  
Sustainability
Desai, V. & Norman, N., 2002, Landing: eight collaborative projects between artists and geographers. Driver, F., Nash, C.,
Prendergast, K. & Swenson, I. (eds.). Egham: Department of Geography, Royal Holloway, University of London, p. 42-47 
6 p.

  
The Companion to Development Studies
Desai, V. & Potter, R., 2002, 1st ed. 2002: Arnold. 562 p.

  
Development-induced displacement: the case of urban development in Mumbai
Desai, V., 2001, Introduction to Displacement. Robinson, J. & Desai, V. (eds.). Milton Keynes: Open University Press, p.
59-79 20 p.

  
Introduction to Displacement
Robinson, J. & Desai, V., 2001, Open University Press. 84 p.

  
Review of Dasgupta, Partha and Ismail Serageldin, Social Capital: A Multifaceted Perspective, Washington DC: The
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development/World Bank 2000
Desai, V. & Preston, I., 2001, In: Contemporary South Asia. 10, 3, p. 418-419 2 p.

  
All You Want is Money, All you Need is Love: Sex and Romance in Modern India
Desai, V., Nov 2000, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
How to develop a world of problems
Desai, V., 26 May 2000, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
Urban Development and New Towns in the Third World: Lessons from the New Bombay Experience
Desai, V., Feb 2000, In: Third World Planning Review. 22, 1, p. 109-110 2 p.

  
Urban Grassroots Non-Governmental Organisations in Bombay: A Suggested Typology
Desai, V. & Preston, I., 2000, In: Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy. 18, p. 453-468

  
A rallying call for dam busters
Desai, V., 3 Dec 1999, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

 



Poor and Poorer
Desai, V., 4 Jun 1999, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
Anatomy of the Bombay NGO Sector
Desai, V., 1999, In: Environment and urbanization. 11, 1, p. 247-265

  
Urban NGO-Government Relationship: Experiences from Bombay
Desai, V., 1999, Urban Growth and Development in Asia: Living in the Cities. Chapman, G., Dutt, A. K. & Bradnock, R.
(eds.). England: Ashgate, Vol. 2. p. 368-387 

  
Gender, Technology and Development
Desai, V., 4 Dec 1998, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
NGOs: Managing Conflicts between Headquarters and the Field offices in NGOs
Desai, V., 23 Oct 1998, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
The World Bank And Non-Governmental Organizations: The limits of A Political Development
Desai, V., 22 May 1998, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
Population, Gender and Politics: Demographic change in rural north India
Desai, V., 8 May 1998, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
The New Managerialism in Local Governance: North-South dimensions
Desai, V. & Imrie, R., 1998, In: Third World Quarterly. 19, 4, p. 635-650

  
Non-Governmental Organisations and Rural Poverty Alleviation
Desai, V., 5 Jul 1996, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
NGO Expansion in an Urban Setting: Bombay
Desai, V., Mar 1996, In: Development Research Insights. p. 4

  
Access to Power and Participation
Desai, V., 1996, In: Third World Planning Review. 18, 2, p. 217-242

  
The Origins of Industrial Capitalism in India: Business Strategies and the Working Classes in Bombay, 1900-1940
Desai, V., 22 Sept 1995, In: Times Higher Education Supplement.

  
Accountability and Participation: A Case Study from Bombay
Desai, V. & Howes, M., 1995, Non-Governmental Organisations - Performance and Accountability: Beyond the Magic
Bullet. Edwards, M. & Hulme, D. (eds.). London: Earthscan, p. 83-93 

  
Community Participation and Slum Housing: A Study of Bombay
Desai, V., 1995, London: Sage publications. 348 p.

  
Filling the Gap: An assessement of the effectiveness of Urban NGOs
Desai, V., 1995, (Unpublished) London: Overseas Development Administration.

  
Aspects of Community Participation within Low-Income Housing
Desai, V., Jul 1994, In: Review of Urban and Regional Development Studies. 6, 2

  
Migration and Labour Characteristics of Slum dwellers in Bombay
Desai, V., 1994, In: Sociological Bulletin: Journal of the Indian Sociology Society. 43, 1



  
Aspects of community participation among slum dwellers in achieving housing in Bombay
Desai, V., 1992, (Unpublished)

  
Problem of Housing the Urban Poor of India: A Case Study of Dharavi
Desai, V., Jan 1988, In: Association of Development Agencies in Bangladesh (ADAB). 15, 1

  
Development of Urban Low Income Housing in India:Dharavi the largest slum in Asia
Desai, V., 1988, In: Habitat International. 12, 2

 
 
Projects  
Improving governance at the local level to meet the UN Millennium Development Goals for Water and Sanitation: the case
of WaterAid in Mali
Desai, V.
Wateraid
1/10/08 → 30/09/12

  
What's love got to do with it?
Desai, V.
Lund University, Sweden
1/03/20 → 31/12/22

  
Workshop on speculations in slums of the developing world
Desai, V. & Loftus, A.
Development Studies Association
1/03/12 → 31/05/12

 
 
Activities  
Elected Member of Council (Research & Higher Education Committee & Trustee) to Royal Geographical Society
Vandana Desai (Participant)
28 Jun 2021 → 28 Jun 2024

  
Academic Board elected staff member
Vandana Desai (Participant)
17 Mar 2021 → 17 Sept 2024

  
Ethical Challenges and Dilemmas: working with poor communities
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
21 May 2019

  
Rewriting Widowhood: Intersectionality, Well-being and Agency amongst Widowed Women in Nepal
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
21 Jul 2016

  
Critical Reflections on Local Ownership of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for poor communities in Pakistan: whose
discourse, whose rights, whose burden?
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
4 May 2016

  
Academic Assessor, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
1 Feb 2016 → 27 Feb 2016



  
From Millennium Development Goals to Sustainable Development Goals
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
14 Oct 2015

  
Looking back and forward: emerging trends and patterns in international development
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
4 Sept 2015

  
Academic Assessor, ESRC-DFID Education and development: (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
15 Jul 2015 → 25 Aug 2015

  
Royal Geographical Society (RGS) (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
2015

  
Professional Social Development conference
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
25 Nov 2014

  
Fluid Governance: Scalar politics in the South African waterscape
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
7 Nov 2014

  
From Kitchen to the Stage: Women negotiating empowering spaces through self-help groups in Kerala
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
Mar 2014

  
Public Engagement: Inspiring, encouraging and supporting Postgraduate Researchers
Vandana Desai (Panel participant)
27 Feb 2014

  
European Association of Development Research and Training Institutes Working Group (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
Jul 2012

  
LSE Symposium on ‘International Media Portrayals of Cities in the Global South
Vandana Desai (Panel participant)
16 May 2012

  
Social enterprise as a poverty reduction tool
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2012

  
Guest Visiting Lecturer
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
1 Aug 2011 → 30 Aug 2011

  
Advisory Panel of CREPA (Le Centre Régional pour l'Eau Potable et l'Assainissement à faible coût - African Regional
Center for Water and Sanitation)
Vandana Desai (Panel participant)
Apr 2011 → Apr 2013



  
Examining the role of grassroot organisations in developing sustainable forest management in Vietnam
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2011

  
Local perspectives on changing rural livelihoods and natural resources in the Chhattisgarh Plains, India
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2011

  
Reframing participatory development and livelihoods in Afghanistan's rural north: A power analysis to understand
variegated realities of vulnerability
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2011

  
Plenary Lecture
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
5 Jun 2010

  
Guest Lectures
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
Mar 2010 → Mar 2012

  
Social capital in poor communities: A case study from rural northern Peru
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2010

  
Urban World (RCUES) (Journal)
Vandana Desai (Member of editorial board)
May 2009 → …

  
New Opportunities for Research Funding Agency Cooperation in Europe (NORFACE) (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
Mar 2009

  
Gender Adviser to the Diversity Unit of the British Council
Vandana Desai (Contributor)
2008 → 2012

  
Life-Paths of Educated Omani Women
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2008

  
National Priorities Research program (NPRP) of the Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF) (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
2008 → 2014

  
Elected to Advisory Council of Think Global (Development Education Association - DEA), London
Vandana Desai (Contributor)
Sept 2007 → Sept 2013

  
Community Participation in the low-income settlements of Bogota
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2007



  
A cost effectiveness comparison of alternative microfinance models as service delivery mechanisms
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2006

  
Development Areas Research Group (DARG) (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
2006 → …

  
Micro-credit programmes and its impact in rural Bangladesh – a case of Grameen Bank'
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2005

  
Reviewer for Development Studies course
Vandana Desai (Examiner)
2000 → 2001

  
Progress in Development Studies (Journal)
Vandana Desai (Member of editorial board)
1999 → …

  
Political Studies Association (PSA) (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
1998 → …

  
Visiting Guest Lecturer
Vandana Desai (Speaker)
1 Nov 1995 → 30 Nov 1995

  
Development Studies Association (DSA) (External organisation)
Vandana Desai (Participant)
1992 → …

 
 
Prizes  
Wingate Scholar
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
Department of Geography, Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation
 
Description
Wingate Scholarship from October 1988-October 1991 for D.Phil research at Oxford University.
 
Details

Prize: Prize (including medals and awards)

  
Eileen Younghusband Memorial Fund Award
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
Department of Geography, London School of Economics and Political Science
 
Description
London School of Economics and Political Science 
 
Research on Community Participation in Bombay

Awarded date Oct 1988

Granting Organisations Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation



Details

Prize: Prize (including medals and awards)

  
Elected Life Member of the Indian Sociological Society
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
 
Details

Prize: Election to learned society

  
College Team Teaching Prize
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
Department of Geography, Royal Holloway Univ London
 
Description
College Team Teaching Prize 2006-7 (with Dr. Xingmin Meng and Jenny Kynaston) for module on ‘Tools for development
and environment’ on the MSc course ‘Practising Sustainable Development’ at Royal Holloway
 
Details

Prize: Prize (including medals and awards)

  
Certificate of Commendation for College’s Excellence Teaching Prize Scheme 2014
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
Department of Geography
 
Description
Certificate of Commendation for College’s Excellence Teaching Prize Scheme 2014 for building PhD student’s skills in
policy and public engagement.
 
Details

Prize: Prize (including medals and awards)

  
College Performance Award
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
Department of Geography, Geopolitics, Development, Security and Justice Group
 
Details

Prize: Prize (including medals and awards)

 

Awarded date 1992

Granting Organisations London School of Economics and Political Science

Awarded date 1994

Granting Organisations Indian Sociological Society

Awarded date 2006

Granting Organisations Royal Holloway

Awarded date 2014

Granting Organisations Royal Holloway

Keywords Public Engagement, public policy, postgraduate student skills, skills formation

Awarded date 2015

Degree of recognition Local

Granting Organisations Royal Holloway, University of London



College’s Performance Award 2018
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
Department of Geography, Geopolitics, Development, Security and Justice Group
 
Description
College’s Performance Award 2018 in recognition of leadership in achieving the departmental Athena Swan Silver award
and for wider leadership in Geography discipline around questions of race and equality.
 
Details

Prize: Prize (including medals and awards)

  
College's Performance Award 2022
Desai, Vandana (Recipient)
Department of Geography, Geopolitics, Development, Security and Justice Group
 
Description
In recognition of leadership and engagement in Equality, Diversity & Inclusion, both within the department and outside,
highlighting particularly input into the delivery of the BME PhD studentship, the UKIERI mobility programme award and
role with the Race, Culture and Equality working group for the Royal Geographical Society. 
 
Details

Prize: Prize (including medals and awards)

 
 
Prizes  
Certificate of Commendation for College’s Excellence Teaching Prize Scheme 2014
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), 2014

  
College Performance Award
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), 2015

  
College’s Performance Award 2018
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), Jan 2018

  
College's Performance Award 2022
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), Jan 2022

  
College Team Teaching Prize
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), 2006

  
Eileen Younghusband Memorial Fund Award
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), 1992

Awarded date Jan 2018

Degree of recognition Local

Granting Organisations Royal Holloway, University of London

Keywords Athena Swan, Leadership, Race, Equality

Awarded date Jan 2022

Degree of recognition Local

Granting Organisations Royal Holloway, University of London

Keywords Equality, Diversity, Inclusion, Studentship, Mobility



  
Elected Life Member of the Indian Sociological Society
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), 1994

  
Wingate Scholar
Desai, Vandana (Recipient), Oct 1988

 
 
Awards  
What's love got to do with it?
Desai, V.
Lund University, Sweden: £19,446.00
1/03/20 → 31/12/22


