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Abstract

For much of Islamic history, the transmission of the central texts of Islam (the
Quran and the Hadiths), and the skills needed to make them socially useful was undertaken
primarily in the households of thdama(learned men). In the classical Islamic #ris
process did come to be formalised for some imthdrasaor college. Such colleges slowly
spread throughout the Islamic world. By the ftakntieth century in South Asia, for

instance, there were at most a few hundreds of them.

Since independee in 1947 the number of madrasas has increased exponentially. My
focus is on Pakistan where the number has gone from 189 in 1947 to 10,000 in 2002. A
large majority of these new foundations, namely over 7,000 in number, have been of the
reformist Deobadi tradition. This raises the issue of how a reforming tradition, opposed
to many expressions of Sufism, was able to expand in a region where Islamic mysticism
was very strong. It is an issue that attains especial importance when we note that the
dominant religious presence amongst jihadi Muslims of the NW Frontier has been
Deoband..

This study shows how a Deobandi madrasa came to be established in the city of
Multan in southern Punjaffhis is a case study of one madrasa Jamia Khair ul Madaris,
which wasestablished in 1931 in east Punjab in Jalandhar (presgnindia) and then
relocated in the Multan city in the Multan district, of the Punjab province in Pakistan in
1947. Multan is an urban developed area, which has supported the development of a major
Deobandi madrasa and its education system amid its donsofir@nd shrine cultures
which were once the symbol of the area. It was calladina tul Aulia(City of Saints).
Commonly, madrasasare community initiatives, working independently of the state
sponsorship or funding but they are registered with their respesthags (boards of

education).



My study is divided into six chapters.
development into a mega city and hub for trade and the subsequent bengsbgiby the
Green Revolution. The second chapter explains the establishment of Khair ul Madaris and
its growth in colonial India under the supervision of Maulana Khair Muhammad and its
restoration in Multan in 1947 after Partition. In Chapter Thraaye explained how Khair
ul Madaris strengthened itself in Pakistan and credgthq ul Madaris as major
organisation serving as Board of Education in 1959. Chapter Four discusses life within
Jamia Khair ul Madaris as part of the training of studentféorChapter Five elucidates
the curriculum and education reform attempts by the successive regimes in Pakistan and
talks about the education imparted in Jamia Khair ul Madaris, Multan and the last chapter

describes the sources of funding and public syttszn coming to thenadrasa

Extensive government and secondary sources are used to create the social,
economic and cultural context in which Jamia Khair ul Madaris grew. For the history and
life of themadrasaitself, themadrasaarchives and librarysawell as the personal libraries
of the leading families in Multan have been consulted. Amongst the records we have been
particularly interested in are the departmental records ofmtidrasato work out how
Khair ul Madaris reestablished itself in 1947d survived. Two major conclusions are
already evident. First, the role of the followers of the Deobalndl, Ashraf Ali Thanvi
(d. 1943) in initiating the spread ofadrasaghroughout Pakistan; and second, the role of
the Green Revolution in generatitige extra financial wealth to support the massive

expansion ofnadrasas



Glossary

Abadkar
Adab

Al-uloom atagliya
Al-uloom annagliya

Alim/ Ulama
Anjumans
Ayat

Azan

Basti

Bayan
Biradari

Chak

Dargah
Dars-i-Nizami

Dar ul Uloom
Dars

Daura Hadith
Dawah

Deen

Deeni Talim
Doab

Fatwa

Fazil

Figh
Firangi
Hadith
Hafiz
Hifz
Hithar
Imam
ljaza

Jalsa
Jamia
Jhallar
Kharif
Khatib
Khutbah

Migrants/ Settlers

Right conduct, Etiquette, Proper behaviour

Rational sciences

Transmitted sciences

Religious Scholar of Islam, A learned man

Voluntary Associations, Committee

Verse of the holy Quran

Public call to daily prayer

Settlement

Lecture

Endogamic kinship group

Urdu term for village

Sufi Shrine

Madrasa curriculum since the 18entury associated with Firangi
Mahal of Lucknow, with a particular emphasis on rational
disciplines and sciences.

House of learning

Lectures

Postgraduate level study

Summons/ Invitation

Religion/ Faith

Religious Education

Land between two rivers

Legal decree

Distinction, glorification, often denoting the degree gained from
education within a maedsa or under an elevatatim.

Islamic Jurisprudence

Foreigner

Sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

One able to recite the Quran from memory

Memorisation of the Quran

Riverain area

Prayer leader imosque

Certificate issued by a teachsdraikh authorising his disciple to
teach certain books

A procession or a gathering

University

A Persian wheel by which water is raised from canal or stream
Autumn harvest

One who delivers sermoKhutbah

The sermon delivered on Friday prayer or on other occasions



Madrasa

Maktab/ Makatib
Mandi

Markaz

Masjid

Maslak

Maulana

Maulvi

Mauza

Milad

Mufti
Muhtamim
Munazra
Namaz

Nazim

Nazra

Nisab

Pir

Qari

Qaum

Rayiat

Rabi

Sajjada Nasi
Sanad

Sarf

Sawab
Shariah
Sihah AlSittah
Silsila

Sirah
Tafsir
Taqlid
Tarbiyyat
Tarikh
Tehsil
Utar
Wifaq
Waqf

Zakat
Zamindar

Islamic seminary, an educational institution of the Islamic sciences,

trainingulama
Islamic School
Market town
Centre
Mosque

Practice of a Particular interpretive tradition, Way or creed
Designation of religious distinction and authority
Religious Speaker or preacher

A Village

Literally birthday,usegp ar t i cul ar | vy

birthday

Scholar of Islamic law authorized to isde&twa
One who manages, principal of a madrasa
Debates between Islamic Scholars

Prayer

Manager, leader, director
Reading the Quran

Curriculum

f
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r

cel

Religious leader, often descended from or linked to a Sufi saint

One who has mastered the recitation of the Quran

Caste

Migrant settlers/ Cultivators

Spring harvest

Caretaker of a Sufi shrine
Degree, Certificate, Diploma

Grammar
Merit
Islamic Law

The six classical compilations of Prophetic traditions

Chain linking an individual through hi/h&ufi master ultimately to

the Prophet Muhammad

Biography
Quranic Exegesis

Adherence to one of the schools of Islamic law
Disciplined nurturing

History

Under British rule, an administrative unit beldwetDistric
Intermediate tract between riverain and upland area

Organization of Islamic, religious School serving as board

A Religious endowment directed towards the upkeep of institutions
such as mosque, madrasa etc.

Alms giving one of the five Pillars of Islam

Landholder
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Introduction

This thesis is concerned to explain hoadrasas, which numbered 189 in West Pakistan
at independence grew to number at least 10,000 by the year 2000. This is a development
with a major impact on the culture and politics of the country. It has meant the emergence
of a significant religious clasat the lower levels of society. It has also meant that from
time to time madrasa students have come to provide the shock troop of sectarian religious
activity. While we shall be studying this development in the context of Pakistan, it should
be noted thiasimilar developments have been taking place in other South Asian countries.

The Deobandi ulama, whose main base lies in India, have established by far the
largest number of madrasas in Pakistan. This thesis examines the establishment and growth
of justone Deobandi madrasa, the Jamia Khair ul Madaris of Multan. Itis commonly stated
that the growth of madrasas in Pakistan owes much to funding from abroad, in particular
from Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states, and from the late 1970s from government
encouagement. This thesis will be concerned to test these assertions, in particular in the
context of the growth of Multan as a major agricultural region and the relationship between
the new wealth being generated and the considerable funds which the JamialKhai
Madaris had at its disposal by the end of the twentieth century.

There is a range of work on the establishment of madrasas in South Asia from the
colonial period to the preserititerature is available on Madrasa reform, education and

ulamain politics in Colonial India and po€iolonial Pakistan. Various scholars have tried
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to explore factors responsible for the use, need and necessity of Madrasa in Pakistan since
9/11. Many researchers highlighted the political stance and understandsegtafian
discourses of politics of religion in South Asia and its impact on the society; others opted
for Pakistan, India and Bangladesh as case studies. Most of these researches explain
madrasa system and its education, curriculum, reform attempts etadiage politics
involved in Madrasas and demonstrations of why the choice of madrasa education is in
vogue for many in South Asia. However, mushroom growth and spread of these Madrasas
in Pakistan and, subsequently, social, economic and political rosesaof this
establishment and growth in Twentieth century in Colonial India and-Guishial
Pakistan, has not yet been studied and explored thoroughly.

Relevant literature for this research has been divided into two broad categories
covering colonial peod to the presentThis include thematic literature on history of
madrasa establishment and education produced by Barbara Daly Metcalf, Francis Robinson
and Muhammad Qasim Zamavhich talks about the colonial epqctihe other set of
literature is basedroulamaand religious education in addition to few works on raadr
reforms and institutions dealing wilrakistarand preent timevhich includeSana Haroon
Ali Riaz and Saleem H. Ali.

The first set of literature which explains history of religious edonand Islamic
education and madrasa establishment and its maintenance consists of the seminal works on

the subject titledslamic Revival in British IndiaDeoband, 186a.900! In her pivotal

I Barbara Daly Metcalfislamic Revival in British India: Deoband, 184®00.(Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 1982).
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study, Barbara Daly Metcalf presented the conceptual undérstang o f Deoban
forty years as a remarkable institution of renaissance of modern Islamic reform, revival,
thought and teaching in India. The aim of
with emphasis on the transmitted knowledge and iciassurriculum to ulamaand
intellectuals who will later on support and strengthen their society. This work also explains
the styles of leadership trained in Deoband fikaftis, shaikhswriters and debaters. As
Metcalf presented in her study that alethlama and their followers were engaged in
forming their identity and loyalty towards Islam in a new shape and new form through rifts
and contradictions of various movements. Metcalf also provides details of other movements
opposed to Deoband lik&hl-i-Hadis the Barelvi, Syed Ahmad Khanos
Nadwatul-Ulama This study based on institutional records, biographies, hagiographies,
memories, dairies and government records provides the initial history and establishment of
Deobandas teachingeminary of future Muslim scholars of India. This primary work of
Metcalf provided guidance to many future researches and it is considered the pioneer
research workto lookinDbeobandds establishment as an
Francis Robinsohdeals with Fararig Ma hal 6s of Lucknow i
Indian ulama and their madrasa. This work provides an in depth study of how religious

ideas and norms shape politics and symbol

2 FrancisRobinson,The Ulama of Farangi Mahal and Islamic Culture in South A@iahore:Feroze 8ns,
2002.
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explain how religious identities andhstitutions have evolved in the nineteenth and
twentieth century. Both Metcalf and Robinson restrict themselves to the colonial period
and do not look at transformation with madrasas in postcolonial India. The recent work of

Francis Robinsohgives an ingjht into the life and contribution of Jamal Mian of Farangi

Mahal . This book tells us about Robi nsonbod

in Farangi Mahal family history. This wor
Indiaandhow t was transformed after partition.
intellectual life and history of Farangi Mahal as a whole through private papers and
collection which Robinson has utilised in producing this work. This work helps in
understandig how transformation took place in social, political and religious life of
twentieth century.

Muhammad Qa s Tha UlZnmeammaQordesnporary Islam: Custodians of
Changé talks about the role of ulama in modern times with practical participation in
problems of socieeconomic and political nature which every madrasa faces regularly.
Zaman has discussed the nature and scope
with focus on their role as arbitrators and authorities of intellectual traditions. Basnan
focus is Deobandi ulama of India and Pakistan in nineteenth and twentieth century with

comparative study of ulama from Iran, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. He has provided us with

3 Francis RobinsonJamal Mian: The Lifeof Maulana AbdluWahab of Farangi Mahall, 19292012
(Karachi Oxford University Press, 2018).

4 Muhammad Qasim Zamaiihe Ulama in Contemporary Islam: Custodians of Chafigenceton and
Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2002).
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details of colonial and posblonial religious discourse, seatfentification and activism of
Deobandi ulama of Pakistan and India. Zaman has described madrasa reforms, sectarian
conflict, textual genre of commentary and Islamic state building and demonstrated how
ulama remained central for everything starting fifatwastill reforms including thoughts
of ulama Zaman further went on explaining the social and political conditions of colonial
era for narrating the legal orthodoxy of Deobandi ulama in subcontinent. Zaman also
compared Indian Deobandi ulama with that of Pakistani ukamdenarrated that their foci
is different altogether in both countries respectively. Over and above the work has
elucidated the situation of | ast century
setting of colonial and posblonial era.

Bastions ofBelievers: Madrasas and Islamic Education in Irfda Yoginder
Sikand is a good attempt to clarify the madrasa image as it has been perceived negative
post 9/11. Sikand dispels the negative 1in
author starts with the basic importance of knowlediye) (in Islam and sacred role of
scholars flamg as preservers of knowledge. Sikand also points out the shift from Arabian
madrasa model to dual educational modelinf-duniavi He has presented the case study
of Mughals and British rule as examples. Sikand hasoughly explained the plight and
shortcomings of Indian madrasa facing change, resistance and reform since partition.

Sikand tells us that all the madrasa are associated with different ideolngiglak$ and

5 Yoginder SikandBastions of Believers: Madrasas and Islamic Education in Irilaw Delhi: Penguin
Books India, 2005).
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all have dismal state of syllabus, curriamlustate funding and shabby infrastructure at
large. Sikand provided an analytical understanding of correlation between madrasas,
militancy and radical change. This book overall presents a good logical and coherent study
of madrasas and Islamic educatiorindia.

Islamization in Modern South Asia: Deobandi Reform and the Gujjar ReSponse
written by David Emmanuel Singh explains the context of a marginal community of Gujjars
living in Rajaji National Park (RNP) in Uttarkhand and their assimilation with Bledb
reforms in their locales. These Guijjars also known asvéimeGujjars (forest dwelling
Gujjars) because they are not living in urban settlement but living in Rajaji National Park
(RNP). Singh has described these Gujjars and their settlement anty latilifocus on
demography, their association with Islam and Rajaji National Park (RNP) and explained
how Deobandi Islam strengthened its roots in this locality. Singh has also provided the
interface of NGO6s who ar e ligioogpikacticeglikdfher t h
Rural Litigation and Entitlement Kend(®LEK). Author has studied over thirty madrasas
of Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar, Dehradun and Haridwar districts of Uttarpardesh and
Uttarkhand. With Deobandi islamization and focusing onghe&m Gujjars, Singh has
mentioned the outreach strategies like preaching, teaching and learning in madrasas,
appointment of teachers in these madrasas who were Deoband trained and above all

training for jobs in future of the madrasa graduates are fetwefin. Si nghds s p ¢

6 David Emmanuel Singhslamization in Modern South Asia: Deobandi Reform and the Gujjar Response.
(Berlin: De Gruyter, 2012).
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remained on Guijjar response to this islamization and how these Gujjars have had unique
practices and beliefs within mixed popular Islam, traditional culture and abiding all
practices and beliefs accordingly. Singh has providadva dynamic study with foci on
Islam, integration, Gujjarism, contact of Islam with Gujjar hybridity and diversity in their
socialization and restructuring themselves while living in and around Rajaji National Park
(RNP) far from main urban centres of digmment and growth.

Inside a Madrasa: Knowledge, Power and Islamic Identity in Ihtia Arshad
Alam is another work for understanding madrasa establishment, its education, knowledge
and power for identity construction. Alam focuses on economic and dusiemaes to
analyse madrasa fromheen(religious) duniya (material) and debate from madrasas on
politics, caste, colour, creed, region, language and social mobility of society took shapes.
Al ambs case study is the madrasa of Mubar
regime while discussing knowledgedapower withmasalikrivalry and politics. Alam
shows a range of economic, cultural and religious reasons for which families prefer their
children to be trained and taught at madr
of varied contestations praMing among madrasa regimesiaslaksand diversity in
knowledge and power formation in Muslims of India and showing madrasa as an

educational institution not merely a religious seminary.

7 Arshad Alam/nside AMadrasa: Knowledge, Power and Islamic Identity in Indidew Delhi:
Routledge, 2011).
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Mar ei ke Jul eFroWBehikdthe Qutaim AStudyofaGirs Madr as
inindel®comes from a different angle by prov
Del hi 6s Nizamuddin area. Winkel manndés stu
thetablighi jamatwho normally has no straight understanding fortdisthing madrasas or
thinking on madrasa education. Instead it focuses on preaching of Islam. She also narrated
the man behind the madrasa Sayyid Abul Hassan Nadvi. Author has explained the
curriculum asdarsi-nizami and ideals of madrasa fromablighi jamat and how this
madrasa reformed the girlés education con
wor k that these girl és madrasa graduates
to come and will challenge ulama at some point of tinfature. Her work provides a good
study of contemporary female madrasa education.

Religious education through madrasas have become popular over centuries.
Madrasas provide free boarding, lodging and education to the students and in this way
madrasa educatidbecame first priority of lower middle class for sending their children for
free food and education. s | am and Education: Conflict
Madrassah$ of Saleem H. Ali is an attempt to investigate the dynamics of religious
education ad conceptual framework of understanding madrasa in conflict environ of post

9/11 scenario. This book is a comparative study of Ahmedpur East and Islamabad Capital

8 Mareike Jule Winkelmanfsr om Behind the Curtain: A(ABs$tarddry: of a
Amsterdam University Press, 2005).

9Saleem H. Alilslam and Educai on: Conflict and Conf ¢Karachity i n Pal
Oxford University Press, 2009).

18



Territory. Ali has focused on conflict and conformity through madrasa education and

exploring the connectivity of madrasa with violeng#ad, extremism, militancy and

terrorism. Alids debate is on conflict pr

Pakistan, its failure and international powers involvement. Ali has used government

staistics but without giving accuracy and conformity to the numerical strength of

madrasaods in the two considered Ilimdal es

extremism, militancy and terrorism again have lot of financial support which indirectly

becones a support for radicalization. Ali also opines that not all of the madrasa in Pakistan

ar e associated wi t h vi ol ence, terrori sm,

interest and focus is some where on geography and history in addition to pstigrale

mixture puts his work on the edge of inthsciplinary approach to provide a solution of

reconciliation of madrasa with modernity and modern educational facilities everywhere in

Pakistan. He has suggest ed fAumam nterseetatianc at i

and interreligious dialogue for peaceful coexistence. This book provides some details of

sectarian madrasas and their growth till 2002 with reference to government records but no

detail has been provided of mushroom spread and Qrofwvhadrasas.

Masooda Bano has described the developmental side of madrasas in Pakistan with

a lens of change, stability, formation and outcomes of madrasas as institutions in her book,

The Rational Believer: Choices and Decisions in the Madrasas oftBakisBa n o 6 s

10 Masooda BanoThe Rational Believer: Choices and Decisions in the Madrasas of Pakkhata:
Cornell University Press, 2012).
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perspective of associating religion with reason has given afresh view of madrasa of
Pakistan. She has highlighted the rational choices and associations of people including
scholars, parents, students and founders of madrasas critically.dderdio South Asian
madrasas and government engagements shows the state relationship in the wake of reform
and curriculum structure. Her work provides an insight into the changing dynamics of
curricula and how it is being implemented in madrasas. Her wsokpaints out that all
religious actors including but not limited aitama,scholars, parents, students and founders

of madrasas must be studied according to their choices, motives and perspectives. She has
further enhanced our understanding of reasodsanses why people in South Asia prefer

to join madrasas than western education owing to their emotional attachments with religion,
which she has tried to prove throughout her book. Bano has also stressed highlighting
religious fervour ofihadas an outcome of this reason a
development study of madrasas of Pakistan.

Faithful Education: Marassahs in South Asidy Ali Riaz has raised an
understanding of much awaited focus on religious institutions of South Risia.has
provided a comparative and histrorical analysis of madmasheee South Asian countries;
Pakistan Bangladesh and Indiéle has provide@ close examination of soegzonomic
and political developments and attaching them to Islamic educatios 1947 in all three
countries. This workin chapter thregrovides close understanding of Pakistani madrasas

and their presumed c¢ onn &ieazhascargued that tAefgowtla n i S
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of madrasas in Pakistannestabhatbef@toheoiiict
transformation intdnstitutions of indoctorinatiod,which was supported by successive
regimes since 197Riaz has presentethared cultural and historical traditions of madrasas

in all three South Asian courgs.

Sana H&nordier of #athdescribes the cidal role played by the cles in
the local tibal politicswhile particularly showingtheir network connections and their
influence on tribal boundarieShe argued that these clerics competed local tribal chiefs
for clients and influence Har o o n 6 girmufidd kine showowhere the original
authority liesand she supports her argument vd#tailed descending chaot followers.

Haroon discussed thahe idea of authority which started frosufi orders, gradually
changed its orientation and landed into orthodox version of Islam in ham¥obandis.

She has argued that this authority was influenced by Deobandi trained clerics and their ties
to Deoband sponsored madrasas.

Thus we find scholarly works on madrasas in India and Pakistan more focused on
colonial period. There is hardly anything on conditions of madrasas today and some
contemporary study on Pakistandés ever inc
mentionel are published a decade and hal f b
biography of Jamal Mian. My current work is strengthened and suported with Khair ul
Madaris archives and records for which I built the narrative of madrasa growth around the

huge pubc subscription. | have summed it up that Khair ul Madaris and many more
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madrasa like it are popularly run with help and support of common Pakistani masses,

traders, merchandisers and inhabitants of the localities where these madrasas are now. It is

with the will of a normal man that these huge institutions are built and survivitaf¢o

No research has been done yet to explain the extraordinary growth of madrasas in

Pakistan since independence. Moreover, nothing has been done to explain why the

Deobands, who are amongst the more puritan of the various schools of ulama, and most

particular about curbing heterodox religious practices, should be so successful amongst a

population strongly influenced by Sufism. The thesis aims to fill this gap.

The Thesisis divided into six chapters. Chapter One gives a background of

Mul tands devel opment into a mega city anc

to it by the Green Revolution. The second chapter explains the establishment of Khair ul

Madaris and itsgrowth in colonial India under the supervision of Maulana Khair

Muhammad and its restoration in Multan in 1947 after Partition. In Chapter Three, | explain

how Khair ul Madaris strengthened itself in Pakistan and cr&diied ul Madaris as major

organisabn serving as Board of Education in 1959. Chapter Four discusses life within

Jamia Khair ul Madaris as part of the training of students for life. Chapter Five provides

debates over the curriculum and education imparted in Jamia Khair ul Madaris arsdl the la

chapter explores sources of funding and public subscription comingratirasal have

tried to demonstrate what the history of Jamia Khair ul Madaris can tell us about the growth

of Deobandmadrasasn Pakistan more generally.
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Chapter 1

Setting the Locale: Social and Economic Change in Multan, 184081.

Part |: Multan under the Raj 18491947

Introduction

Jamia Khair uMadaris was a devout place of learning but with a large number of followers.
It was wellsupported by the masses of Multan. The people of Multan used their growing
wealth over the period to support the institution. This chapter analyses the growth and
estdblishment of Multan up to 1947 and further how the Green Revolution enabled its
wealth to continue to grow up to 1981. This demonstrates that Multan was a favourable
environment in which a madrasa like Jamia Khair ul Madaris could be established with the

support of locals and huge popular subscription.

Agrarian Developmentsn Multan

Multan was one of the richestagriculturalland areasin the Punjab.Multan was
popularfor mangogrovesand cottonplantationslt produced40% of the total of mango
crop in the country!! The government,in 1980s,establishedexperimentalagricultural
farms throughoutthe district for researchon seeds,land types, usageof agricultural
machineryand animalhusbandryBeforethe British arrival, Multan was alsoone of the
centredor handcraft production.its traditionallungis, dorias, fancy embroiderectlothes
weresentthroughoutndia andout of India aswell.*?

After thewar of 1857,the Colonialadministratiordecidedto usethelocal elitesas
intermediariesbetweenthe massesand administration. Therewas hugeincreasein the
valueof landandpricesof agriculturallanddueto political stability,enormouslymproved

communicationand irrigation facilities in the region. AlthoughMu | t acondraywas

11 Mahar Abdul HagMultan. (Lahore: Pakistan Punjabi Adabi Board, 1980), 28.
21bid., 29.
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basedon agroproduction,dueto very minor rainfall, agriculturewas largely dependant

uponrivers,canalsandwells. Theavailability of waterwascrucialto theeconomicggrowth

andwell-beingof Multan.

Source: Punjab District Gazetteers, Volume VII Pariiltan District 192324. With Maps.
Lahore: Superintendent Government Printing Punjab, 1926.
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Multan wasdividedinto threewell-markeddivisions:low lying landson theriver,

landaccessibléo canalirrigation anddesertareasnaccessibléo canals'® Thereweretwo

main hanests,the rabi or hari (spring) sownin OctoberNovemberandreapedn April -

May andthe kharif or sawani(summer) sownfrom Juneto Augustandreapedrom early

Septembeto end of December.The kharif crop includedrice, jowar, bajra, millet and

maize,while the rabi includedwheat, barley and oats. With the developmenbf canal

irrigation duringthe colonialperiod,thewheatcropassumedreatimportance Sincemost

of the agricultureremaineddepenént on rainfall, it wasthe failure of kharif harvestthat

consistentlyresultedn droughtandfamine.

Tableof Annual Rainfall in District Multanin 18814

District Average Area in square | Percentageof | Population Population per
Annual miles cultivation on squaremile
Rainfall in total area
inches
Multan 6.6 5,882 16.5 471,563 80

13 SettlemenReport18991900.Lahore:

1 punjabCensusl 868 GeneralStatemenho. 2. andPunjabCensusl 881, Abstractno 14, 35.
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Source: Punjab District Gazetteers, Volume XXXIIINBultan District, Statistical Tables. With
Maps. 1904. Lahore: Civil and Military Gazette Press, 1908.

Punjabwasbothafi b r e a & lkaredafios w @ rr dootheBritish Raj. Bearingin
mind the nature and custom of the agrarianworld, the British governmentgradually
convertedhePunjabinto anagrariariand® Largeamountf capitalwereinvestedoy the
British governmenin building canalirrigation systemin WestPunjabwhich broughtnew
and barrenland under cultivation and increasedagrarianproduction'® In this region of
canal colonies, agriculture was transformedinto a capitalist venture.A major part of
agricultual productionwastransportedhroughthe newly establishedailway systermfrom

Punjabto other cities of India for exportto different overseagorts and markets.The

15 BhagwanJosh,CommunistMovementn Punjab,192647. (Delhi: AnupumaPublications1979),2.
16 Ali, ThePunjabunderimperialism 4-5.
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introductionof moderntechnologiedike the railwaysincreased® u n j ianpoéiasiceas
provinceand Multan wasone of the major contributorsin importsandexportsof goods.
The fiscal year of 18801881 proved Multan as major city in the developmenif the
economy.Multan was third largesttown after Amritsar, Delhi and aheadof Lahorein
importsandexportsin the British Punjab.

Tableof ImportandExportswithin Punjabin 1880-81 (valuein rupees)’

City Value of Imports | Value of Exports | Total Value
Amritsar 31,534,287 13,030,985 44,565,272
Delhi 22,072,933 9,874,125 31,947,118
Multan 8,404,104 3,703,382 12,107,486
Lahore 7,333,518 1,202,717 8,536,035

Mu | t ecandénsicgrowth changedts importancefor the British andthey started
consideringit one of the major markets.Mu | t geodgraphicocationin the south of
Punjabfurther madeit convenientfor the British to control and watch over Bahawalpur
stateandotheradjacentireasThecommoditiesandgoodswereall transportediia railway
through Multan to the major towns and cities like Jhang, Bahawalpur, Khanewal,
Kabirwala, DeraGhaziKhanandSindaswell.

Tableof ImportandExportsof Agro-commoditiesn tonsduring1880-8118

Commodity Import (in tons) Export (in tons)
Raw Cotton 714 562
EuropearCotton 85 2
Europeargoods 867 520
Indigo 490 379

17 Punjab GovernmentReport on the Internal Trade and Manufactures of Punjab (3880 Lahore;
1882,1217.
181bid., 17.
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Wheat 10,223 541
Seedsf all sorts 3,757 626
Raw Silk 49 17
RefinedSugar 2,206 825
UnrefinedSugar 2,384 1,325

The agrariandevelopmentsn Punjabopenednew avenuef economicdevelopmentor

thelocal communityandsurroundingareasof Multan.

M AP
MULTAN DisTRICS

SHOwWiIng
ASSESSMENT CIRCLES

Scale & Milosm t 1oy,
-y ¢ 4or g " <

Source: E.D. Maclagagettlement Report of Multan District (1901). Lahore: Civil and Military
Gazette Press, 1901.
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Regardingthe accumulationof wealth from Indian resourceghe time of British
colonialismin Indiais generallydividedin threeinterconnectedbroadphasesin thefirst
stage(1757%1813) British actedas a colonial trader;in the secondstage(18131860)as
controller of statepower and collector of governmentevenue;andin third stage(post
1860) as investorof capital competirg in a global marketin manyfields like railways,
irrigation andplantationandmanyotherareas-®
Developmentof Canal Coloniesand Impact on Multan

Between 1885 and 1926, the British governmentembarkedupon a successful
agricultural expansionplan. The processof agricultural canal colonization startedin
westerrPunjabfrom 1885andcontinuedill theendof British rule. Theninecanalcolonies
were developedduring this period?® The canal colonization project was basedon the
constructionof a netwok of canals.Thesecanalswere constructecon uncultivatedland
which resultedn migrationinto this areafrom otherpartsof the Punjab.

Tableof CanalColoniesin the Punjal3*

Name of Period of Doab Districts Nameof Canal | Estimated Cost of
Colony Colonisation Work Construction
(Rs000)
Sidhnai 18861888 Bari Multan Sidhnai 1,301
SodaPara |18861888 Bari Montgomery Lower Sohag 1,803
Para
Chunian 18961898 Bari Lahore UpperBari Doab | 8
19041906
Chenab 18921905 Rechna Gujranwala, LowerChenab |53,072
19261930 JhangLyallpur,
Lahore,
Sheikhupura

19 SanjayKumar, fiColonialismand Rural Societyin Punjab,190%1 9 4 (diss., KurukshetraUniversity,
2012),4.

20 Ali, ThePunjabUnderImperialism 8.

21bid., 9.
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Jhelum 19021906 Jech ShahpurJhang |LowerJhelum 43,613
LowerBari |19141924 Bari Montgomery, Lower Bari Doab| 25,086
Doab Multan
Upper 19151919 Rechna Gujranwala, UpperChenab | 43,596
Chenab Sialkot,
Sheikhupura

Upper 19161921 Jech Gujrat UpperJhelum 49,770
Jhelum
Nili Bar 1926 Bari Montgomery, SutlejValley 83,787

(notcompleted Multan Project

by 1940)

Multand gjeographiclocale was important and it was one of the three major
colonizationprojectsof Punjab Multanwaspartof SidhnaiColony. This settlemenstarted
in 18861888 and total land allocatedwas around250, 000 acres.To attractpeopleto
Multan and to migratethere,the minimum six of grantsin eachsettlementverefixed at
fifty acres?? This canalcolony projectservedasplatformfor Mu | t eapidig®wth and
attractedinflux of migrantsfrom all partsof the Punjab.The secondsettlementvasthe
Lower Bari Doab Colony, which beganin 1914 andin which Multan was considered
attachedo Montgomery.The original land allottedfor this projectwas1, 192,000 acres
butlateron reducedo 900,000acresin 191623 Thethird majorandlastsettlemenproject
wasNili Bar Colonythatstartedn 1925andcontinueduntil 1940.Thelandallocatian for
this Multan relatedprojectwasdivided into two types;1, 000,000 acresperennialand 2,
710,000non-perennialandit wasfurtherdividedinto stateandprivateland?*

Tableof SidhnaiColonyLand Distributionin Multan District?®

22bid., 14.
Zbid., 30.
241bid., 38.
% bid., 46.
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District Muslim % of Number of | % of Total Total % of
Number of | Allotted Grantees Allotted Number of | Allotted
Grantees Areato Hindus and | Areato Grantees Area
Muslims Sikhs Hindus and
Sikhs
Multan 607 37.32 73 4.21 680 41.53

Its worth mentioning here that influentimilies of notable religious elites like
Gardezi, Qureshi and Gilani obtained respectively 193, 275 and 262 acres of land in the
Lower Bari Doab Colony®Mu |l t andés popul ation also conti
under BritishRaj. The population oMultan increased 60% from 1881 till 1921 just
because of colonisation schemes under Sidhnai and Lower Bari Doab. In 1921, there were
1647 villages in Multan district which rose to 2287 by the time of partition.

Canalsarecutfrom themainriversin differentlengthsandwidths.Multan hasbeen
surroundedby three different canal routes; Sidhnai, Chenabcanalsand Sutlej canals.
Sidhnaicanalwasonly dependenbn the Ravi. Sidhnaicanalssystemcomprisedof main
canal,the Abdul Hakim, FazalShah?® A smdl areaof Kabirwalaandlargeareaof Multan
and Shujabadwvere dependenbn canalsof Chenab.Out of the four running canalsfrom
Chenab Sikandarabadvasthe mostefficient. Secondcanalof Chenabcanalsystemwas
the DuranaLantanaandWali Mohammadsearatingat bosonregulator.The Matithal was
third canalservingpartsof KabirwalaandMultan andBalochanwahwasthelastandfourth
onerunningthroughShujabagervingabout20villages?® TheSutlejriver four canalswvere

servingnamelythe Mailsi, Muhammadwah, Sardarwahand BahawalwaHk_odhran. All

26 1bid., 106.

27 Multan: Past and PresenfKarachi: Finance and Industry Publication, 1968), 57.

28 H. W. Emerson Final SettlemenReportof the Multan District. (Lahore: SuperintendentGovernment
PrintingPunjab,1921),2.

21bid., 3.
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thesecanalswereunified by theirrigation departmentesponsibldor them3° Thesecanals

directly or indirectlyirrigatedandcultivatedMu | t larmid&ndsupportedts economy.

Irrigation in Multan

Multan becamepopularbecausef its agriculturalgrowth,inhabitationof abadkars

andallotmentsof land undercanalcolony settlementsThe agriculturalproductswerein

needof properirrigation. Themaximumareaof Punjabwasirrigatedby theriver channels,

canalswatertanksandwells etc. The following table showsthe irrigation from different

sources!

Tableof IrrigatedAreafrom Different Sourcesn District Multan (OOOacres)

Year Public Canals | Wells Misc. Sources | Total Irrigated Total SownArea
Area

1901 4561 3747 574 8851 23212
1906 6801 3132 825 10758 29875
1911 6964 3420 570 10955 26309
1916 8072 3433 691 12196 31704
1921 4997 3587 709 13293 31026
1926 9586 3484 609 13679 30407
1931 9929 3767 571 14267 32007
1936 10886 0 632 15605 32643
1941 11639 4618 658 16915 32299
1946 12780 4190 601 17571 32699

% |bid.

31 M. Mufakharul Islam, Irrigation, Agriculture and the Raj: Punjab, 18871947, (New Delhi: Manohar,

1997),158-59.
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The naturalmeansof irrigation in the Punjabwererivers, canalsandrains.Wells,
canalsand jhallars were the importantartificial meansof irrigation. Wells were of two
kinds: kachaandpakka.The kachawells weredugin the earthwithout masonrywalls. In
somedistrictstheyworkedwith a type of Persiarwheel. The useof wells wassolemean
of irrigation confinedto the non-canalvillagesin and aroundMultan. The value of well
irrigation wasaffectedby a variety of causesthe areaserved natureof soil, characteiof

canalirrigation, efficiency of tenantsandnumberof wells werethe chief factors®?

Tableof Wellsin District Multanin 19213

Multan Tehsil Wells (Condition) | During Settlement |In 1921
Period

Multan In use 3,946 6,192

Multan Capableof use 481 430

Total o} 4,427 6,622

The methodof watersupplydrew the immediateattentionof the British rulers of
the Punjab.It wasbelievedthatregularsupplyandavailability of waterin this areaof the
Punjabwould bring a vastland underthe cultivationandprovideoccupatiorto the people
of this areaof the Punjab.Ruraleconomyof the Punjabbasedon therain andrain varied
from regionto regiondueto geographicahnddemographidactors.Rainfallin the Punjab

wasbroughtby mo n s ovanasasiving from theeastandthe southeast.

Tableof Rainfallin District Multanin 1900and1936(in inches)

District Year 1900 Year 1936

Multan 9 7

32 H. W. Emerson Final SettlemenReportof the Multan District. (Lahore: SuperintendentGovernment
PrintingPunjab,1921),4.
3 1bid., 5.
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The British introducedan extensiveirrigation networkin colonial India. The Indian
irrigation work becamethe model for othersto follow. The British pursuedirrigation
developmentfor a variety of ends.The initial aims of the colonial irrigation were to
encourageagricultural settlement,political stability, boost production, increasestate
revenue andimprove communicationsProtectionagainstdrought,andthe preventionof

famine,weresecondaryaimswhich subsequentlpecamenuchmoreimportant

SourceMultan: Past and PresenKarachi: Finance and Industry Publication, 1968.

The major beneficiariesof Mu | t growdhsas third major agricultural city of
Punjabwerethelocal eliteswho profitedeitherthroughlandgrants honoraryappointments

andor beingreligious elites of the areaand facilitating the British in executionof their

34 William Beinart and Lotte Hughe$nvironment and Empire (Oxford History of the British Empire
CompaniorSeries)Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 134.
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projects.Thesereligiouseliteswerethesameoneswvholateron supportedheestablishment
of Khair ul Madaris. Thosewho supportedand welcomedKhair ul Madarisin Multan
includefamily memberof Gilani, Bukhari,QureshiandGardezitthetime of thePartition
of India. TheBritish Rajleft blessingsn shapeof administrationncludingbutnotlimited
to law and order, irrigation, canals,roadsand bridges,schools,railways, telegraphand
public health®®
The Local Elites

The political scenein Multan wasa good exampleof a traditional political setup.
The populationof the city canbe classifiedin threecategoriesasper tribe/castereligion
andprofessionTheBritishg o v e r n camraldiniswereto balanceeconomicchanges
andthe maintenancef political stability. The colonialadministratiorusedocal elitesasa
buffer betweerpeopleandadministrationThe sameocal elite took powerandstrengthto
control the massesoncethe British left India after dividing it in to two new staes of
Pakistanand India. Thenthe role of theseeliteschangedrom intermediariedo masters
andmentorsascustodian®f theshrinesThelocal castesindcreedf Multan,bothserved
theBritish andacquirednfluential powersandappointment®verthe passagef time. The
famousfamilies who servedin variouscapacitiesand receivedfavoursfrom the British
include: GardeziSaiyids,Qureshisof Kabirani, QadirpurJalalpurand GhauspurGilani
Saiyids, Sadozais,Badozais, Khakwanis, Mullazais, Bosans, Khokhars, Bagai and
Raizadgans® SaiyidsandQureshisverethe biggestbeneficiariesf suchpolicies®’

Theseelites performedthe dutiesof local administratorsvell beforethe colonial

era. This patronclient relationshipof colonial administrationand local elites developed

35 Prakashlrandon,PunjabiCentury18571947,(Berkely,1968),13.

36 For details of all these castes, creeds and tribes see, Syed Muhammad Aulad Ali @illania g-g a 6 i
Multan. Lahore: Jazib Publishers995.

37 PunjabGovernmenReportontheRevenuédministrationin the Punjabandits dependenciefr theyear,

186566, Lahore:Civil andMilitary GazettePress,1867),65-66.
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overthetime. All the colonialpolicieslike Revenud-reeJagirs, tirni (grazingtax), Court
of Wards Managementand Land Alienation Act of 1900 favouredtheselocal elites
comprisedof jagirdars,pirs and sajadahnashins Many of thesegrantsoriginatedfrom
Mughal sanadsand were maintainedfor pastoralpurposesn the southwesternPunjab
The British Governmentintroducedthe Court of Wardsin the Punjabunderthe Punjab
Court of WardsAct 1903 (PunjabAct 2 of 1903).In the setup, the ExecutiveDistrict
Officer (Revenue)f a District wasto bethe Courtof Wardin respeciof the personand
thepropertyof wardwherefi Wa rstanador anypersoror thewholeor anypartof whose
propertyor of whosepersorandproperty the Courtof Wardsconstitutedor thetimebeing
has assumedsuperintendenceThese local elites were also granted posts in local
administratioraszaildars honorarymagistrate¥ titles andhugeland grantstoo °
Sincethe British EastIndia Companyannexedthe Punjabin 1849, all the land
including the wagf propertiesattachedo different sufi shrinescameunderthe Company
controlthroughCourtof Wards.The Courtof Wardswasa legalbodycreatecby the East
India Companylts purposewasto protectheirsandtheir estatesvhenheirwasdeemedo
be minor and thereforeincapableof acting independently.However, due to regional
identityof thebig shrinesandveryhigh socicreligiousstatusof theirhereditarycustodians,
manysuchreligiouseliteswerecompensatedndgrantedandsaspartoftheCo mpany 6 s
policy of collaboration.Betweenthe late nineteenthcenturyand the 1920s,someof the
SayyidandQureshifamiliesin Multanfell into debtandtheir propertiesveretakenunder

the administrationof the Court of Wards?*® During settlementprocess thesePirs and

38 Punjab District Gazetteers, Volume XXXIII Blultan District, StatisticaTables, 1913Lahore: The Civil

and Military Gazette Press, 1913), xxxix. Some of the names from religious and political elites who were
enjoying Civil and Criminals powers in Municipal limits of Multan &flass, 2¢ Class and '8 Class include

Khan Muhammad Yar Khan, Sayed Hassan Bakhsh Gardezi, Khalifa Pir Bakhsh, Makhdoom Hassan Bakhsh,
Shaikh Riaz Hussain, Mahar Allah Yar Hiraj and Nur Muhammad Khan Bosan.

39 SettlemenReportof Multan District (1880).(Lahore1880),31.

40 |OR/N/24/2488, 6. For example Estate of Sayyidd Hamid Shah was given under the wardship of S. Faiz
Bakhsh and Zakuul-Abidin. The wards were appointed who were educated at Aitchison College, Lahore.
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custodianswere again grantedtracts of lands for the maintenanceof socioreligious
institutionsundertheir managemenandtheseelitesalso collectedtaxeson behalfof the
centralgovernment?

Theselocal religious elitestracetheir lineagebackto the Holy Prophetor pious
caliphs.This religiousinfluence and associatiorwith religion andreligiousfiguresgave
themasensef superiorityandrespeceamongthe commonpeople. This religiousfervor of
thepeoplepavedwayfor thesereligiouselitesto controlandcommandhem.Thisreligious
factor playeda vital role in maintainingrelationshipof thesereligiouseliteslike Gardezi
Saiyids, Qureshisof Kabirani, QadirpurJalalpurand GhauspurGilani Saiyidswith the
British authority.British consideredhesereligiouselitesasgoodintermediariebetween
them and the massef Multan and Punjab.This relationshipwas akin to patronclient
relationshippecausall thesefamiliesandgroupsreceivedfavoursfrom the British.

Saiyid Murad Shahfrom the GardeziSaiyidswasthefirst focal contactwho went
to servethe British when Multan was surroundedn 1848% Murad Shahwas leaving
Multan andwason hiswayto his nativetown Korai Balochwhichwas15 milesawayfrom
Multan. Whenthe British reachedSardarpurthey neededsomelocal, who wasa clever
and sharp minded individual and was familiar with the areaand people. The locals
recommended/urad Shahowing to his wit and sharpmind aswell him beingfrom the
respectabléaiyids.Murad Shahwasimmediatelysummonedyy the Major Generaland
requestedo stay andlive with the British campfor safety,securityandto help makethe
local areaaccessibldor British troops.Murad Shahacceptedhe offer andstartedserving
the British army. When Punjab went under the commandand control of East India

Companyand Murad wasappointecthe Peshkaiof Shorkoton June8, 1849.Murad was

41 Arthur F. Buhler.Sufi Heirs of the ProphefSouth Carolina: University of South Carolina Press, 1996),
107.
42 Syed Muhammad Aulad Ali GillanMu r a g-dJaltan. (Lahore: Jazib Publishers, 1995), 235.
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promotedto Teshildariin 1850andservedfor thirteenyearsat different places*®* Murad
S h a hefatoonswith the British flourished over time and he managedhis localesand
postingstationsn suchgoodconditionthathewascontinuouslygettingpromotedIn 1864,
Murad was promotedas Extra AssistantCommissioneand next year was appointedas
Native Agentof the BahawalpuiState**

Mu r asiddendeathon Jan10, 1876 pavedthe way for his son Saiyid Hassan
BakhshGardezito get the administrativeapparatusas rewardfor his f a t hloyaltiéss
towardstheBritish. Hassargot numerousappointmentike MemberMunicipal Committee
Multanin 1882,Vice Presidenbf the Municipal Commitiee,HonoraryJudicialMagistrate
in 1891andpromotedwith poweranddutiesin 1893andreceivedtitle of Khan Bahadur
in 1899% Hassarreachedrom Divisional Darbarto Provincial Darbarin 1905,only in
two decadesfrom his initial appointment.Like his father, Ha s s dogafiys was
ungquestionabldike his father.He contributedeight thousandupeedfor First World War
fund to the British governmentMadrassa&abul Ulum of Multarf®®, aS h isémanarywas
establishedn five murabaacre (125 acresin measuement)of land donatedby Hassan
Bakhsh.

Another exampleof local notablesand religious elitesis of the Qureshis.Their
lineagestartedrom GhausBahaul HaqZakariaMultani. Thislineagecontinuedandmany
descendantsecamesajjadanashinghereditarysuccessoof sufi shrineor pir or custodian)
of the shrinein Multan. During Sikh rule manyof the landsand associategropertiesof
shrineswereconfiscatedIin 1818whenRanijit SinghoccupiedVultan, hefixed amountof

propertyof 3,500rupeesannualy for theshrineof GhausBahaul HaqZakariaMultani but

43 bid., 236.

44 1bid.

4 1bid., 24%42.
4 Justin JonesShi 6a | sl am i n ColCommurity and SectdrianisniCdridiidgeg i o n ,
Cambridge University Press, 2011), 38. Also See Gillshi. r a g-dvaltan. (Lahore: Jazib Publishers,
1995), 243.
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Diwan SawanMal, Governorof Multan, paidonly 1,600rupeedo the sajjadanashin’ In
184849 siegeof Multan, MakhdoomShahMahmood adescendaraf BahaUddin Zakaria
Multani, supportedthe British againstthe Sikhsandin rewardobtained2,000rupeesas
well half of the land of the mauza(a type of administrativedistrict, correspondingo
specificland areawithin which theremay be one or moresettlementsaspersonalift of
land grant®®

Makhdoom ShahMehmoodservedthe British governmenin 1857 war. He kept
theCommissionemformedof all thedevelopmentandhelpedin therecruitmenbf police
force.ShahMehmoodhimselfstoodin battlefield with ColonelHamilton.He renderedis
servicesfor safetyand securityof the British campandwar equipmentandweaponsin
1860,MakhdoomwasgrantedBegiwalaBaghandasrewardof war servicesightchahat
(land irrigated by wells) amounting550 rupeesand annual jagir of 1,780 rupees®
MakhdoomShahMehmooddiedin 1865andonhisfuneral,localgovernmenpaidhomage
by observingthe day as a public holiday, closing all local schools,offices and judicial
courts.His sonMakhdoomBahawalBakhshwasinstalledby the DeputyCommissioneas
the next sajjada nashin Bahawal Bakhsh was also one of the beneficiariesand got
allocationof ninemauzasin 1877,hewasappointedHonoraryMagistrateandMemberof
local Municipality. In 1880, he was rewardedwith a robe of honourin renderinghis
servicedor Kabul war2°

Gilani Saiyidswerealsoanotheklite groupfavouredandsupportedy theRaj. The
Gi | aracedhsirrootsbackto ImamHassanHazratAli Murtaza(R.A) thefourth caliph
of Islam. Many of the descendantsf the Gi | aremai@edcloseandloyal allies of the

British. OneexamplefromtheGi | aigof HajsSaiyid MuhammadSaddruud Din Shah

47 Gillani. Mu r a g-dvaltan. (Lahore: Jazib Publishers, 1995), 251.
48 |bid.

4 bid., 252.

50 |bid.
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whobecamesajjadanashinonthedeathof hisfatherMakhdoomSaiyidMuhammadshous
Salis (R.A) in 1878>! Saiyid MuhammadSaddruud Din Sh a hn@rsewas enteredin
provincial darbaris(courtiers).Saddruud Din Shahservedthe district jail in Multan for
four yearsasanHonoraryvisitor. He wasmemberof Anjumani-RausaHe wasinvited to
the Delhi Darbarin 1911asreligiousheadandlandiord of Punjab®? After Saddruud Din
Shah,his elder son Haji Saiyid Ghulam Yasin being elder son becamesajjadanashin.
GhulamYasinalsoservedn variouspositionlike HonoraryMagistratefrom 1918till 1922.
From 1918 onwards Ghulam Yasin was unopposedmember of Multan Municipal
Committeeandlateron remainedvice Presidenbf the Committee?®

Multan administration,as in other districts of Punjab,was also composedof
LambardarsZaildarsand Tehsildarsto monitor the administrativestructure.Minor elite
groupswereat thetop of Muslim societylike Saiyids,QureshisGillanis etc. Pathansand
Balochswerefrom thewarrior classandSyedsandQureshigepresentethereligiouselite.
Thesegroupsheldlargeareasof landwhich wasgranted gifted by the British government
for their loyal associatiorand supportduring their rule. Out of 1,375,747acresheld by
Muslimsatthetime of thesecondegularsettlemenbf Multan (18741880),the Syedsand
Qureshisvho comprisedessthan5% of the Muslim populdion, controlled213,548acres
which becomesl6% of total land and Pathansand Balochs,roughly 6% of the Muslim
populationheld 124,135acreswhich wasaround9% of land>*

Mu | t lacal@averstructurewasfashionedoy the British to havea closegroup
of loyal local servantsandassociate$or helpingthemconquerandlater on rule the place
smoothlyandduringthis period,thereligiouselitescumlandlordsbecameanfluential with

thepassagef time.

51bid., 292.

52 1bid.

53 1bid., 296.

>“Himadri Banerjee Agrarian Societyof the Punjab(1849-1901) (New Delhi: Manohar,1982)28.
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Multan wasa multi-ethnicandmulti-cultural city, with a multi-faith populationby
theendof nineteentttentury Multanwasalsoacentreof Sufi activitiesandleadingshrines
had hugenumberof disciples.Multan is consideredhe city of saintsand pious people
becauseof shrinesof sufi saintslike MuhammadYousaf Gardezi,Sheikh Baha Uddin
Zakariya,SheikhSaddatJddin Arif, SheikhRukunUddin Fateh,SyedMusaPakShaheed,
ShahShamsSabzwariHafiz MuhammadJamalMultani and Hafiz Ubaid Ullah Multani
arein Multan city.>® However, Hindus, Sikhs, Chiistians, Parseesand Jewswere also
residentsn Multan.

HindusandMuslimswerethe majorgroupsinhibiting Multan. However,Muslims
not only formeda definite majority, but alsoincreasedheir strengthin numberduringthe
first half of the twentieth century underthe imperial administration.According to the
population censusof 1881, the populationof the Muslims was 52.84 % of the total
populationof Multan city andHindusformed43.63% of the total populationof the city.
The populationof Hindus decreasedslightly, accordingto the censusreport of 1891
especiallydueto a minimumlevel conversiorof Hindusto Christianity,conswqguentlythe
populationof Muslims increasedn comparisonwith the Hindus. However,the Jewish
populationseemgo havemigratedandno censusvidenceof existenceof Jewsafter 1891
is available.Multani societywas basedon casteand clan system,having distinction of
customstraditionsandrituals. Major numberof castesand clanshadequalfollowing of
IslamandHinduism.

Multan Towards Urban Developmentunder the Raj
After the annexation,Lord Dalhousie put the Punjab province under a Board of
Administration.The settlemenbdf land,assessmerdf land revenueadjudicationof rights

and interestsand registrationof tenureswere conductedby the Board with admirable

55 Mahar Abdul HagMultan, 30-31.
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efficiency. The Board was abolished in 1853 and its power vested in a Chief
Commissione?? Initially in the Punjab thelandrevenuevascollectedfrom anestateasa
wholeandprevalentsystemof assessmera@ndrevenuecollectionwasfollowed. Thiswas
called Mahalwari system,howeverit changedwith the passagenf time, the stateland
settlementwas underthe Rayiat system,in which they collectedthe revenuefrom the

cultivatorsdirectly.

The British introduced land settlement to maximize the land revenue.
Commercialisatiorof agriculturewasthe outcomeof developmenbf transportationThe
new meansof communicationlike railways and roadsresultedin faster movementof
variousagriculturalcommoditiesat cheaperates British policy to increasecultivatedarea
andland revenueled to an extensiveprogramof canalsand colonizationin the Western
Punjab.The network of canalsand irrigation systemof subcontinenincreasedatio of
productionand radical changesn crop patternsunderthe British policies. Here, | will
explainfew indicatorsof urbandevelopmentf Multan which will helpusto havealook
atthegrowthof populationjncreasingneansf productiondueto moreinflux of migrants,
new facilities like roadsandrailwayshelpingthe city to be more centralandfocal to the

mainstreantradeandbusiness.

Migration

Societies are transformed by peaceful migration or conquest. Migration
happens for several reasons: search for bread and butter, peaceful homeland, better
settlement etc. Thenigrant communities assimilate themselves with exiting norms,
customs, culture and practices. Multan was the centre of agricultural development, trade

route and commerce centre alongside a religious city, and, thus attracted a huge influx of

56 Jame<Douie, The Punjab,NWFPandKashmir (Cambridge CambridgeUniversity Press1916),188-89.
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population agnigrants. The migration took place because of few factors including but not
limited to agrarian development, allotment of land by the British, irrigation system and
canal colony structureB.opulation rise of Multan can be seen in this table which can help

us in understanding growth of city.

District | Populationin | Populationin | Populationin | Populationin | Population in
1881 1891 1901 1911 1941
Multan 556,557 635,726 710,626 814,871 14,84,333

b. Roadsand Railways
Roadsarealsopartof effectivecommunicatiorbut the British investedoo little in
the constructionrand maintenancef roads,so mostfell into disrepairwithin a few years
andbecamédmpassablé® The only exceptionto this rule wasthe GrandTrunk Roadthat
oncestretchedrom Kabul to Dhaka.The British rebuilt this between1833and1855and
madeit navigablefor fasterhorseteams>® After the GreatRebellion, initial planswere
madefor the operationof stateroadsystemas6 i mp e o atd dodnectBritish India at
district and regional level with the alreadyemergingrailway network and openup the

subcontinent.

Roadsin Multan were initially not metalled but with the passageof time this
developmentook place.The un-metalledroadswerealsoin fairly good condition. The
major roadswere;the old roadfrom Multan to Lahorewhich wasrunningparallelto the
railway, theroadfrom Multan to Lodhranand Bahawalpumhich lay to the eastof Indus

valley rail line andthe old Customsroad coming from Pakpattarand the Montgomery

57 Punjab District Gazetteers, Volume XXXIII Blultan District, Statistical Tables, 191Bahore: The Civil
and Military Gazette Press, 1913), xii.

58 Michael Mann South Asia's Modern History: Thematic Perspectit®ndon: Routledge, 2014), 347.
9 1bid.
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district wasgoingtowardsMailsi andLodhran® Anothergoodroadwhich leavesLahore
road at Tulambaand runs aroundthe district passingthrough Serai Sidhu, Multan and
Shujabadandfinally crossingthe Sutlejinto BahawalpurBesideshesemainroads there
are crossroadsfrom Multan to Luddanand Mailsi andto Kahror via Duniapur®® The
devdopmentof roadsprovided Multan a chanceto connectto nearby cities, markets,

mandisandtradecentredor sellingandpurchasingf goods.

Transportis animportantinfrastructurefor the developmentaprocessof a country.
The progressof a country dependsuponthe availability of a viable systemof transport
facilities. Railways played a vital role in the political and economicdevelopmentand
integration of the colonial empire. The introduction of railways causeda remarkable
increasein the communi@tion betweendifferent partsof Indian Subcontinentbut also

broughtaboutprofoundchangesn the habitsandoutlook of society.

TheBritish capitalistanvestedheirmoneyin the constructiorof railwaysin India.
The British introduction of railways to India had multi-prongedinterestsand reasons
behindit. Thefirst andforemostinterestwasof commerciahatureandindia wasgoingto
provide raw material to British factories and eventually better transportationand
communicatiorwould openup the marketsfor British manufacturedjoodsall overIndia.
The secondmotive of constructionof railwayswasto facilitate frequent,convenientand
uninterruptedmovementof troopsthroughoutindia. The motivesof British military was
needof thehour. Thelastbutnottheleastwaspolitical interestof the British in introducing
railways was maintenanceof efficient political administrationthroughout India for

peacefulandtranquilmaintenancef law andorder.

80 CharlesA. Roe,ReportontheRevisedBettlemensfthe Multan District of thePunjab,18731880.(Lahore:
W. Balls, 1883),32.
511bid., 33.
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SourceMultan: Past and PresenKarachi:Finance and Industry Publication, 1968.

After the annexatiorof the Punjab the British wereanxiousto connectheregion
with therestof India. Differentcompaniesverecreatedundersingleadministrativecontrol
for this purposenamely;the Sindh Railway Company,the Indus Flotilla Company,the
PunjabRailway Companyandthe Delhi Railway companyto connectall majoreconomic

citiesandhubsthroughrailways.

Multan- Lahore AmritsarLine: Thecolonialgovernmenallowedin 1856asurvey

of constructng a railway line from Multan to Lahoreand Amritsar. The PunjabRailway
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Companywas separatelyestablishedor this purpose.The work on the line startedin

1859%2

Lahore Multan Line: The constructionof this line was startedat Sher Shahon
Chenalxiver to the city of Multan. Theinitial 11 mileslong line wasopenedn 1863for
carriageof goodsfor constructionandfinally this line wasmadefunctionalin 1865.The
train line wasuniquein the history of world railwaysthatit ranin a straightline for 114

milesdueto plainlandamid LahoreandMultan.

Multan- Kotri Line: This line wasunderconsideratioruntil in 1878whenit was
completed.The basicpurposeof connectingMultan with Kotri wasto provide a viable
connectiorbetweerKarachiport, Lahare, Delhi andAmritsar.However thedeltachanges
of theIndusRiver werea constanturdlein this completion.Theline wasbuilt ontheleft
bank of the Indus.Mu | t eailw@ysline and station servedas one connectionfor the
developmentand socicecoromic changeof the city. The natureand courseof trade
changedoncethe railway stationwas being madeoperationalandin the year 1896 and

1897Multan district railway stationhasrecordimportsandexportstransported.

Tableof ImportandExportsof various Articles via Multan District Railway Stationin

189697 (in maundsy®

Articles Imports Exports Articles Imports Exports
Cotton seed | 280 137,021 Salt 19,164 291
Cotton loose | 31,272 16,500 Kerosene oil | 9,088 66
Cotton press | 475 168,102 Common oil | 5,802 424

52 Edward Davidson, The Railwaysof India: With an Accountof Their Rise,Progress,and Construction
(London: E. & F. N. Spon,48 CharingCross,1868),311.

53 Report on the Internal Trade of the Punjab by Rail and River for the Year-@g§96ahore: 1896, Multan
Statement No.3 anReport on the Internal Trade of the Punjab by Rail and River for the Year-@B896
Lahore: 1897,130.
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Wool raw 40,170 19,799 Dried fruit 16,297 11,484
Gunnybags | 17,176 14,468 Fresh fruits | 136 3,260
Edible grain | 1,92,288 136,364 Bones 489 8,743
Wheat 98,690 414,962 Hides, Skin | 2,006 25,383
Rice 37, 654 2,733 Iron 27,788 1,228
Oil seeds 27,266 796 Piece goods | 26,101
Sugar refine | 58,600 610 P G Indian 7,098 270
Gur 130,210 7,143 Multani mitti | 552
Ghee 15,074 682 Saijji 260 2,876

The introductionof the railway broughtchangesn fares,profit and revenuetrends
throughoutindia. Railway also enhancedhe capacityof commutinggoods,individuals,
commoditiesandimport andexportat a large scale.Multan wasalsoa hub for tradeand
commerceactivities. The colonial stateownershipof the railwaystook manyadvantages
of it. The performanceof Indian railway wasquite differentbeforeandafter 1920.There
wastrendto higheroutput,productivityandprofits betweerl850and1919whenthetraffic
flow wasnotonmuchhigherscalebut 1920sonwardghis profit starteddecreasig andthe
localtradewasonly operationabecaus¢hefreight chargesandtaxesleviedonimportand
export discouragedhe foreign businessin colonial India®* In terms of economy,the

railway playeda major role in integratingmarketsand increasingtrade. Domesticand

64 Dan Bogart and Latika Chaudhary, Railways in Colonial India: An Economic Achievement? (May 1,
2012), 2324. Available at SSRMttp://ssrn.com/abstract=2073266
http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2073256
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internationaleconomictrendsfurther shapedthe paceof railway constructionand the

demandor theimportanttraffic flows to the ports.
Education

Educational system was supported and strengthened by the British in Multan. There
had bea a missionary presence in the Punjab well before 1860 and Muslim educational
setup was also flourishing. The evangelical Church Missionary Society (CMS) has a
presence in Amritsar since 18%1CMS later established schools in Peshawar (1854),
Multan (1856, Dera Ismail Khan (1862) and Bannu (1865). The missions were committed
to girlbés education in this period. Mrs A
small CMS female school in Multan. The taught curriculum included the translations of
scriptures, lessons in cleanliness, the singing of hymr etc.

Mu | t fastndadrasavasapparenthestablishedh 7" centuryby Muhammadin
Qasim®’ Besideghis, SheikhBahaUddin Zakariyaalsoestablisheé madrasan Multan
fort whereMaulanA | aDbnuAllama Abdul Qadir,MaulanaMuhammaddress Maulana
ImamBakhshandMulanallm Din taughtthe Figh, Quran,Hadith, Tafseerandlogic to the
studentsomingfrom differentareas? Nasir Uddin Qabachastablisheé madrasavhich

wasrun by Allama Kashani®®

While looking at the subcontinentoverall, Multan was much ignored, only 4
Middle, 36 Primaryschoolsandonelower schoolexisted’® In the Middle schools English

was taught with vernacular,Persianand Urdu both were taught in Primary schools

85 Punjab Gazetteer Multan 1888(Calcutta: Government Printing Office, 1885), p. 120

66 Mrs Briggs to Mr. Fenn, May 1, 1878, Cl 1/0/541Cl 1/0/54/6

57 MaharAbdul Hag,Multan, 33.

58 1bid.

%1bid., 34.

O CharlesA. Roe,ReportontheRevisedettlemensfthe Multan District of thePunjab,18731880.(Lahore:
W. Balls, 1883),35.
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educatiorwhich wastotally in vernacular.The town schoolswere normally attendedoy
Hindusandyvillage schoolswereby all classesThe following tableshowsthe breakdown

in studentpopulation?*

Tableof SchoolsandStudentStrengthin District Multanin 1883

Schal Description | No. of Schools | Hindus Mohamedans | Others Total

Middle 4 337 124 3 464
Primary 36 460 1,038 o} 1,498
Average o} 13 29 o} 42
Lower 1 270 113 3 386
Total 41 1,067 1,275 6 2,348

Syed Sadaud-Din in 1944 under the influence of Maulana Sydinad Saeed
Kazmi Amrohvi established a madra$ahis madrasa was initially patronised by Munshi
Al l ah Baksh. Madrasa Khair ul Madad was
Rohtak and he served this madrasa in Rohtak till 1959 and than he establishdtan
at Churi Saral® Madrasa Mazhr ul Uloom is opposite Aam Khas Bagh Multan and
established by Mulana Muhammad Sharif. Jamia Arabia Talim ul Ibrar is situated at
Khaniwal road Multan. This was established in 1945 by Syed Mubarak Shah Baghdadi.
Besides these madrasas, there were few more like Madrasa Anwar ul lbrar at Aurangzeb
road, Madrasa Rumia in Pakdaman graveyard, and Madrasa Rizvia Anwar ul Quran in Kaly
Mandi. In 1947, in this conducive environment Khair ul Madaris of Jalandhar was

welconed and reestablished in Multan.

"1 1bid., 36.
2 bid.
1bid., 374.
"4 1bid.
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Mu | t &rowirggy Wealth through Revenueand Tax Collection

Mu | t growthasthird majoragriculturalcity of the Punjabafter AmritsarandDelhi
and leaving Lahore behindits economicgrowth by the end of nineteenthcenturywas
showingc i tstatireasleadinghubof economyMultan beingthe centreof agricultural
suburbsandmajorbeneficiaryof canalcolonydevelopmentgottheattentionof the British
rulersin termsof revenueandtax collection. The systemof landrevenueassessmentas
almostsameasit wasprevailingbeforeannexationThe governmenusedto collecttaxes
or one can call the mahsulin cashor in kind. The colonial practice and method of
assessmenterefollowing: Jinsi, nakdijinsi, zabtiandkarari.” WhenPunjabcameunder
the political control of the British government,Multan was provided with fix cash
assessmenthefirst settlementvassanctionedn 1849andwascommonlyknownasthe
Charsala basedn averageollectionof previousfour years’® The secondsettlementvas
carriedout by Major Hamiltonin 1853for ShujabadandLodhranandlateronin 1854by

his successoMr. H. B. Hendersorfor othertehsils.

After these experimental settlements, the British government decided to carry out
regular settlement with an idea for implementing them for longer period with better income.
Three regular settlements were introduced for period of ten years each. The first settlement
was undertaken by Sir John Morris in between 1857 and 786®reviewwas carried out
of first settlement till 1873. The second regular settlement was carried out by Sir Charles
Roe in 18738 The third and last settlement was carried out in 783®ie following table

shows the assessment of all settlements.

SE.D. MaclaganGazetteer of th#ultan District 190102. (Lahore: Civil and Military Gazette Press, 1902)
291.

8 |bid., 295.

"7 Ibid., 296.

8 bid., 297.

" bid., 298.

55



Sr. | Settlement Estimated Assessed Land Increase or
No. increase in| Revenue decrease in
Cultivation Land Revenue

1. First Summary Settlement, 1849 N/A Rs. 5, 94, 151 N/A

2. Second Summary Settlement, 185; N/A Rs. 5, 87, 835 -1%

3. First Regular Settlement, 1858 N/A Rs. 4, 85, 835 -18%

4, Second Regular Settlement, 1880 16% Rs. 6, 85, 016 +41%

5. Third Regular Settlement, 1901 33% Rs. 13, 39, 844 +30%

Multan was one of the leading district in tax collection ad contribution towards the

Punjab province. Incomiax was assessed and collected by the revenue department and

Mr. Parker was deputed for tax assessment and collection irf4888.

Il n Mr .

Par ker 6s

was assessed per individual which vi@kwing:8?

Sr. No. | Year Number of Assesses | Amount of Tax in Rs.
1. 188687 1,384 26,749
2. 188788 1,387 26,892
3. 188889 1,566 26,613
4. 188990 1,829 36,018
5. 189091 1,976 38,175
6. 189192 1,984 38,968
7. 189293 1,937 38,828
8. 189394 1,991 40,447
9. 189495 1,979 40,975

80Report on the Income Tax Administration, Punjab, 189XLahore: The Civil and Military Gazette Press,

1892, 9). V/24/1762.
8Ybid., 18 andReport on the Income Tax Administration, Punjab, 1894Lahore: The Civil and Military
Gazette Press, 1895, 19). V/24/1762.

assessment t he vear
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Mr. Parkero6s assessment and esti mate o
popular growth in the tax collection, and assessment demonstrates that Multan was leading
city in terms of wealth. Between 1895 ti®@5, the tax collection rose to 42,891 after the
assessment procedure carried out by the revenue department on individual &ESaskes.
passing year shows a rise in the collection and assessment which can be treated as a key
indicator and measureshowingu | t andés gr owt h and2theh0s@per i1
assesses paid 50,717 rupees as tax in Mgitan.

The British rule managed accumulation of taxes very smoothly while handling
issues and problems in the area. One such incident occurred when thaHabaants
disrupted tax collection in Multan and the officers controlled this situation amicably. In
February 1930, the local Hinduslim Panchayatrefused to pay the Municipal Water
tax imposed by the Municipal Committee to ensure proper maintenance of the new
waterworks and drainage system and collecting loan back given by the Government to the
public &

Multan flourished as social and economic hwriger the command and control of
the British government since its annexat:.
and economic life has been considered among the top contributing cities of the Punjab since
it came under the British rule. Thevahcement and introduction of technology like
rail ways, roads, irrigation and revenue
economic centre in the colonial timé&he BritishRaj, in addition to irrigation, canals,
roads, bridges, schools andlways, left impressions of successful administration at the

time of partition of India.

82Report on the Income Tax Administration, fimn 190506. (Lahore: The Civil and Military Gazette Press,
1906, v). V/24/1762.

83 Report on the Income Tax Administration of the Punjab, 4i®11Lahore: Punjab Government Press,
1912, ivv). V/24/1762.

84|0OR/L/PJ/6/1996, File 708 (Agitation and Distbances at Multan (Punjab) in connection with attempt to
collect payments of Municipal Council Tax), 1930.
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Part II: Multan after the Partition 1947 -1981

One of the important events of the twentieth century world history was the partition
of India in 1947 and the creatiofhthe independent states of India and Pakistan. The event
was marked by the greatest migration of the century making fifteen million refirgees.
Immediately after the partition, refugee settlement was the prime concern of both
independent states. Thissecd part of the chapter expl ai
partition. Multan was the one of the major cities of the Punjab selected for refugee
settlement by the government of Pakistan. The refugee settlement can be seen through this
given table showing mal and urban settlement.

Rehabilitation of Refugees in Rural and Urban Areas, West Punjat?1949

Name of Place | Rural Areas | Urban Areas | Total

Multan 466,200 235,400 701,600

Multan had a population of 87,394 in the year 1901 and it rose to 1,90,1921in
During the decade 1951, it increased by 88.4% totalling 3,58,201 persons in census of
19618’ Satellite towns were created in the West Punjab for accommodating refugees. These
satellite Towns were constructed in Lyallpur, Montgomery, Jhang, SaagoahMultan,
which became major refugees cenffe3he Satellite Town at Multan was known as
Mumtazabad. It was constructed in 1953 at a distance of 5 miles from the city. It comprised
30 6A06 Class, 204 6BO6 Cl ass amwiththe @ar@eniti@sCo c

of a hospital, post office, community centre, market, and school for boys ané girls.

8%Francis Robinson, i THistory VadayVdl. 47s Noa9nSkptaPnher 1997t 40.0 n 0 ,

8%| |l yas Chattha, #fAPartition and Its Aftermath: Vio
Economic Development of Gujranwala and Sialkot Cities, 1476 1 . 6 (di ss . , Uni ver si
2009),112.

87 Multan: Past and PresenfKarachi: fnance and Industry Publication, 1968), 102.

88 |]an Talbot,Divided Cities: Partition and Its Aftermath in Lahore and Amritsar 199%7. (Karachi:
Oxford University Press, 2006), 122.

89 |bid., 129;Dawn (Karachi), 1 July 1953.
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Autonomous Development Authorities were established by metropolitan cities to undertake

major public works, water sewerage and transport, and tolagevand for urban

developments. Examples include Lahore Development Authority (1975), Hyderabad and

Multan (1977), and Faisalabad (1976) Development Authofti€se population growth

of Multan was on rise and kept increasing.

The following table showsrgowt h r ate of Multanods
City Population in | Population in | Population in | Growth in | Growth in
(000) 1951 (000) 1961 (000) 1972 |%  1951- | %
1961 19611972
Multan 190 358 544 88.4 52.0

pPopL

The urbanisation of Multan continued because of facilities, amenities and

established structure of economic growth and this consistent growth in urbanisation can be

measured through following table.

Urbanisation in Multa®t

District Population in | Urban Percentage of| Percentage of| Percentage of
1972 Population in | Population in | Population in | Population in
(in thousands) | 1972 Urban Area in | Urban Area | Urban Area in
(in 1951 in 1961 1972
thousands)
Multan 4,007 884 16.2 21.4 22.1

Green Revolution and Itsimpact on Multan

The Green Revolution brought agricultural progress in Punjab and Sindh during the

Auyb Khan era. The introduction of the Green Revolution technology in Pakistan resulted

in significant increase in agricultural output. Critical to thisiggtowas the installations of

% Mo hammad

A.

Qaaleeme nti Anf

Development Reviewpl 35, No. 4 (Winter 1996), 453.
91 Mohammad Afzal and Nasreen Abbasibanization and Internal Migration in Pakistan, 194973.

(Islamabad: Pakistan Institute of DevelaggmEconomics, 1978), 44.
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tubewells, which enhanced the capacity of irrigation of cultivable lands. West Pakistan was
an arid area and average rainfall was 8 inches. Before the introduction of tubewells, only
source of irrigation was uneven rainfallRghl 'y 60% of t he West F
area was irrigated and devoted to the main cash crops like rice, cotton and sugar cane was
irrigated while wheat was both irrigated and dependent or?7&or the period 1947 till

1958, it was estimated that, amerage, 75% of total wheat acreage was irrig&ted.

92 | eslie Nulty, The Green Revolution in West Pakistan: Implications of Technological Ch@ragelon:
Praeger Publishers, 1972), 15.
% 1bid., 16.
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SourceMultan: Past and PresenfKarachi: Finance and Industry Publication, 1968), 72.
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