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‘I have always thought that the female sex are 
naturally more addicted to the study than the 
male. I mean that young girls have a greater 

fondness for wild flowers than boys; but I imagine 
the latter take more interest in entomology. 

Perhaps the lack of their dress causes them to be 
more successful in chasing a butterfly, and their 

headgear is more convenient for its capture.’ 



‘A naturalist may be anything, everything ’.		

“We may begin where 
we please, we shall 
never come to an end; 
our curiosity will 
never slacken.” – 
George Henry Lewes 











‘Let no one think that Natural 
History is a pursuit fitted  only for 
effeminate or pedantic men. I should 
say rather, that the qualifications 
required for a perfect naturalist are as 
many and as lofty as were required, by 
old chivalrous writers, for the perfect 
knight- errant of the Middle Ages; … 
our perfect naturalist should be strong 
in body; able to haul a dredge, climb a 
rock, turn a boulder, walk all day, 
uncertain where he shall eat or rest; 
ready to face sun and rain, wind  and 
frost, and to eat or drink thankfully 
anything’. 





 
Yes! But we are sure that if Ellen knew what A figure Frederick made of her by 
sprawling on the cliff just behind her, she wouldn't be so quiet. 
 



‘What a rapid rage, at the present time, 
all sorts and conditions of men and 
women are bedridden with Botany! I am 
pestered to distraction with letters from 
the learned and the unlearned, the young 
and the old, the masculine, feminine, 
neuter, and epicene genders’. 

Letter to the Rev. Thomas Archer, April 1834 
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