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Reflects Dans Sequana reimagines Claude Debussy's beliefs and motivations for 

composing, construing his piano music as too politically and culturally subversive for 

twenty-first century audiences. Through piano, sampler, and video, it proposes solutions 

for how this music should be reinterpreted and corrected. Looking at Debussy's music 

through a warped lens, Reflects Dans Sequana seeks to playfully dismantle the 

assumptions of the wider western art music tradition, and question this music's potency to

bring about political and cultural change.

It was written for and commissioned by Zubin Kanga.



Instrumentation & Materials

1 Performer

Piano

5-Octave MIDI Keyboard, on the piano, connected to laptop

1 Laptop

with “Reflets_Video_11_03.mov” loaded and ready to play

with DAW session which has samplerate set to 96,000 

loaded with audio track “Debussy_Correction_Piece_1_Audio_Track.wav” 

and 3 MIDI sampler instruments (see below for sample mappings)

connected to the projector and the sound

screen visible from where the performer is sitting

Projection screen

2 Speakers, sound desk



Stage Setup



Lighting

The performer should be lit with a spotlight, in a way that the videos on the projector are 

still clearly visible.

Sampler Mappings

Instrument 1: Sampler [Refets]

Reflets_Chords_Zubin_1.wav

Zone 1 C1-E1 Key E1

Zone 2 F1-A1 Key D#1

Zone 3 A#1-D#2 Key D1

Zone 4 E2-F2 Key C#1

reflets_pedal_note_1_96.wav

Zone 5 F#2-G#2 Key G2

Zone 6 A2 Key F2

Zone 7 A#2 Key E2

Zone 8 B2-C3 Key D#2

Zone 9 C#3 Key D2

Zone 10 D3 Key C#2

reflets_quiet_beautiful_1_96.wav

Zone 11 D#3-G#3 Key A#3

Zone 12 A3-F#4 Key A3

Zone 13 G4-G#4 Key G#3

Zone 14 A4 Key G3

Reflets_Arps_Zubin.wav

Zone 15 A#4 Key G#4

Zone 16 B4-E5 Key G4

Zone 17 F5 Key F#4

Zone 18 F#5-G5 Key F4

Zone 19 G#5-A#5 Key E4

Zone 20 B5 Key D4

Zone 21 C6 Key C#4

Instrument 2: Sampler [Bells]

Bells_2_notes.wav

Zone 1 C1-C6 Key E2 One-shot Pitch +33 cents

Instrument 3: Sampler [Cathedrale]

cathedral_chords_1_96.wav

Zone 1 F1 Key A2 One-shot (all)

Zone 2 F#1 Key G#2

Zone 3 G1 Key F#2

Zone 4 G#1 Key F2

Zone 5 A1 Key E2

Zone 6 A#1 Key D2



Zone 7 B1 Key C#2

Zone 8 C2-A#4 Key C2

Zone 9 B4-C5 Key B1

Zone 10 C#5 Key A#1

Zone 11 D5 Key A1

Zone 12 D#5-E5 Key G#1

Zone 13 F5 Key G1

Zone 14 F#5-G5 Key F#1

Zone 15 G#5 Key F1

Zone 16 A5 Key E1

Zone 17 A#5-B5 Key D#1

Zone 18 C6 Key D1









Structure/Description

1. The performer plays three different reinterpretations of Debussy's music at 

the piano and sampler. (c. 9 mins)

2. Video section. The performer plays further visual reinterpretations, based 

on the video as a score. The composer puts forward a theory of why Debussy's 

music needs to be reinterpreted (c. 6 mins).
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Reflets_Video_11_03.mov

Cue Action
Hands in mid air Replicate gesture on piano, free pitch
Hands on piano keys Replicate notes and gestures on piano
Zoom in on “quasi guitarra” Pluck strings inside piano, free pitch 

and rhythm
Zoom in on “quasi tambouro” Knock wood on side of piano, free 

rhythm
All other redacted notation Play as much of notation as possible
Several of these at the same time Do as much as possible
Any other cues Do nothing
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