Earth of the Slumbering and Liquid Trees

Benjamin Tassie | 2023

For Sampled Historical Organs, MIDI Keyboards, and ROLI Seaboard Rise 2 Keyboard

For Zubin Kanga



Duration: ¢.72 minutes
Commissioned by Dr Zubin Kanga as part of Royal Holloway, University of London’s UKRI Future Leaders
Fellowship funded research project, Cyborg Soloists.

This piece requires two 88-key MIDI keyboards (with sustain pedals), one ROLI Seaboard Rise 2 MPE
Keyboard, and a laptop running Ableton Live 11. The live set is available from the composer. The technical
set-up should be as per the diagram, below. Please note: the performer and loudspeakers are to be in the
middle of the performance space, with the audience seated around them. The ROLI Seaboard Rise 2 keyboard
should be pre-set so that pitch-bend is turned off; with care taken to ensure that it is in the correct octave. All
movements are to be played attacca. In ‘Part Three’ the ROLI Keyboard’s ‘push’ functionality is mapped to the
sampler instrument’s LFO rate; slide is mapped to the filter frequency cut-off. Expressive use of these
parameters is left to the performer’s discretion. In ‘Part Two’ the MIDI keyboards both use a nineteen-note

per octave scale; as such, their music is transposing.
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