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Instrumentation 
 
 
 

3 Flutes (III = piccolo) 
3 Oboes  (III = cor anglais) 

3 Clarinets in Bflat (III = Bass clarinet in Bflat 
3 Bassoons (III = Contra bassoon) 

 
4 French Horns in F 
3 Trumpets in Bflat 

4 Trombones 
1 Tuba 

 
Timpani 

Percussion (3 players) 
 

Harp 
Piano 

 
Strings (16.14.12.10.8) 

 
 

The score is notated at concert pitch 
 
 

Percussion requirements 
 
 

Player 1 
Wood block 
Glockenspiel 

 

Player 2 
Tam-tam 

Temple blocks 
Triangle 

Tubular Bells 
Cymbals 

 

Player 3 
Bass Drum 
Cymbals 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Programme note 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The idea to compose a piece responding to building of the Shard at London Bridge commenced in 2010, after seeing architect 
Renzo Piano’s original sketch apparently drawn on a napkin at a meeting with the property developer. His idea was to build 
a vertical city. The shape of the new building seemed to me to be like the steeple of a gigantic underground cathedral, 
dwarfing the nearby thousand-year-old Southwark Cathedral. I have tried to portray my feelings about the building 
through this work, held together by a series of large swelling ‘pillar’ string chords, around which the orchestra plays a series 
of fragmented ideas. This is intended to capture the feelings generated from various views of the building from near and far, 
and the sounds that swirl around it day by day. 
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