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Performance instructions

The tempo instruction Moderato Funktastico at bar 103 refers to the popular
music style known as funk, normally achieved with a strong bass and drum
rhythm. Players should feel this rhythm inwardly.

Piano: the lid will need to be open in order to perform the glissando across
strings with fingertips in bars 1-11.

Programme note

For the last time, maybe, upon the knoll

I stand. The eve is golden, languid, sad...

Day like a tragic actor plays his role

To the last whispered word and falls gold-clad.
I, too, take leave of all I ever had.

They shall not say I went with heavy heart:
Heavy I am, but soon I shall be free,

I love them all, but oh I now depart

A little sadly, strangely, fearfully,

As one who goes to try a mystery.

The bell is sounding down in Dedham vale :
Be still, O bell : too often standing here

When all the air was tremulous, fine and pale,
Thy golden note so calm, so still, so clear,

Out of my stony heart has struck a tear.

And now tears are not mine. I have release

From all the former and the later pain,

Like the mid sea I rock in boundless peace

Soothed by the charity of the deep-sea rain. . . .

Calm rain ! Calm sea ! Calm found, long sought in vain !

O bronzen pines, evening of gold and blue,
Steeﬁ mellow slope, brimmed twilit pools below,
Hushed trees, still vale dissolving in the dew,
Farewell. Farewell. There is no more to do.

We have been happy. Happy now I go.

Robert Nichols ‘Farewell’” (1915)

I was struck by the immediacy of the sentiments expressed in ‘Farewell’, a
poem written during expeditionary force leave in 1915 and included in Muse in
Arms, a collection of poems written by active WW1 servicemen, published in
1918. The poet expresses his fears of possibly not returning home from the front
line, through a series of provocative scenes and memories. The last line ‘Happy
now I go.” indicates, like many other poems in the collection, a fatalistic yet
peaceful acceptance of the poet’s plight. The trio is both a montage-like sonic
exploration of aspects of the poem’s imagery and a meditative consideration of
the poet’s thoughts.
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