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Performance instructions

Oboe: the direction to play unsubtle in bar 99 means the three B flats should be

played as brashly as possible. The top Ab - Al in bars 88-89 may be played an
octave lower.

Piano: where pedal markings are not specified, the pianist should use phrase
marks to guide legato pedaling according to taste. The una corda pedal can
also be used according to taste.

Programme note

Song’s Eternity is an instrumental re-imagining of Sylvia Plath’s “The Arrival
of the Bee Box’ (1962). Her poem is about the wild fantasies and fears of
someone who has just received a box full of bees. Lines such as: “The box is
locked, it is dangerous.’ (...); ‘It is the noise that appals me most of all,” (...) and
‘T have simply ordered a box of maniacs’, immediately suggested some ideas
for a dramatic musical setting and I composed a response to my reading of
the poem using a basic twelve-tone row to chart the poem’s fascinating range

of images.
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